1. Titel:
Youth Migration & Rural-Urban Agri-Food Networks in Southeast Asia

1. Conveners:
Padmanabhan, Martina, Prof. Dr., Chair of Critical Development Studies – Southeast Asia, University of Passau, Germany, martina.padmanbhan@uni-passau.de 
Ehlert, Judith, Dr., Chair of Critical Development Studies – Southeast Asia, Faculty of Social and Educational Sciences, University of Passau, Germany, judith.ehlert@uni-passau.de
Laksmana, Dimas Dwi, Dr., Faculty of Social and Political Sciences, Universitas Indonesia, dimas.dwi09@ui.ac.id

2. Brief description of the panel format:
The panel brings together researchers linking youth migration and agriculture with a focus on the possibilities and barriers to social innovation in food-networks. As conveners and network partners in a research project engaging with Indonesia and Vietnam, we will kick-off the panel by presenting a joint conceptual paper drawing on Feminist Political Ecology and framing the intersectional dimensions of so-called rural returnees and of young farmers engaging in agroecology and rural-urban food networks.
Afterwards, we would like to invite presenters to explore the topic more broadly. We aim to bring together presenters who cherish analytical approaches based on original empirical findings from a diverse range of the social sciences and (transdisciplinary) methodologies. 

3. Brief description of the panel:
‘Who will tend the farm’ is one of the most pressing concerns in Southeast Asia characterized by rapid urbanization, rural-urban migration pressures, and aging farming populations. The concentration of economic and cultural capital in cities creates a ‘mobility imperative for rural youth’ (Farrugia 2016), while embedding agricultural households in pluri-local and pluri-active networks. Yet, young people are not only on the move but also return to their homelands with the aim to invest in local agriculture and food environments. They capitalize on the knowledge, experiences, money and rural-urban networks that they gained through mobility. At the same time, youth mobility and the agency of producing and consuming food display a clear intersectional dimension. Against this background, this panel invites papers to empirically/conceptually address the future of agriculture through the eyes of rural youth in Southeast Asia. Potential topics are but are not limited to: 
· Feminist Political Ecology as a methodological approach
· Agroecology, alternative agri-food networks between practices and politics
· Consumer-producer initiatives in rural-urban space
· Social innovations for healthy local diets 
· Agri-food networking on- and offline
· Migration trajectories, structural barriers and policy gaps for young rural entrepreneurs
· Women returnees and the visions and aspirations of farming youth

4. Single session (1 x 90 minutes, 3-4 presenters)
We request a single session of 3 presenters (25 min. each) as well as a 15-minute slot for the conveners to present their conceptual framework lens of feminist political ecology that we use in our project.  
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