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EUROSEAS PANEL PROPOSAL
1. PANEL TITLE
Youth Activism in Asia: A New Wave of Student Protest and Political Mobilisation
2. CONVENOR
Colm A. Fox, Singapore Management University, colmfox@smu.edu.sg
3. FORMAT DESCRIPTION
We plan to adopt the standard panel: single-session format (1 x 90 minutes) with four presenters and a discussant. This panel will present findings from a forthcoming edited volume, Youth Activism in Asia: A New Wave. This book, edited by Colm Fox, Meredith Weiss, and Edward Aspinall, examines the unprecedented surge of student and youth activism and protest across Northeast and Southeast Asia since the mid-2010s. The first presentation will provide an overview of the book's analytical framework and key arguments, while three subsequent presentations will offer in-depth analyses of specific country cases and thematic dimensions. This format allows for both breadth and depth, situating individual case studies within the larger regional phenomenon while leaving adequate time for discussion. 
4. PANEL DESCRIPTION
Over the last decade, a massive wave of student and youth protest has swept through Asia, particularly Southeast Asia, achieving near-revolutionary intensity in sites such as Thailand, Myanmar, and Indonesia. This panel presents findings from a forthcoming edited volume, Youth Activism in Asia: A New Wave, examining the nature, drivers, and implications of this activism through original fieldwork and comparative analysis.
The panel identifies four distinctive features of contemporary youth mobilization: its relationship to regional democratic decline and authoritarian consolidation; participants' deep engagement with new communication technologies and social media; the reinvigoration of transnational solidarity networks (such as the “Milk Tea Alliance”); and an emphasis on intersectional and coalitional politics. These protests represent distinctively novel twenty-first century phenomena, marked by decentralized organization, online-offline integration, and diverse identity-based movements—from feminist to LGBTQ+ to ethnic-minority causes.
Presenter 1: Colm A. Fox (Singapore Management University) and Edward Aspinall (Australian National University)
“Youth Activism in Asia: Analysing a New Wave of Student and Youth Protest”
This presentation introduces the edited volume's analytical framework, examining the four key features of contemporary youth activism and situating the current wave within historical patterns of student mobilization while highlighting distinctive twenty-first century innovations.
Presenters 2-4: Based on author availability and funding, we expect three chapter authors to attend to present on their chapters and provide updates on the current state of youth activism in their respective cases. These presentations will focus on countries covered in the volume, including Thailand, Myanmar, Indonesia, Malaysia, Singapore, the Philippines, Timor-Leste, and Brunei.
5. SESSION TYPE
Single session (1 x 90 minutes, 4 presenters)
6. DISCUSSANT
Meredith L. Weiss, Professor of Political Science, University at Albany, State University of New York
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