EUROSEAS Panel Proposal

Title: What is a woman supposed to be in Late-Socialist Laos and Vietnam?
Convenor(s): Dr Phill Wilcox, Bielefeld University, phill.wilcox@uni-bielefeld.de 
Dr Ngoc Luong, Bielefeld University, ngoc.luong@uni-bielefeld.de

Format: single session (1 x 90 minutes, 3-4 presenters)

Brief description of panel
The dismantling of socialism has had profound consequences for gender roles across Laos and Vietnam. During decades of socialism, women occupied specific roles in public and private lives: from fighting, working in state enterprises, to raising the new generation of socialist children. Signs of this are still visible across both countries, with the figure of the heroic mother statue still held up as an example for societies to follow. But within just a few years under economic reforms, structures of collective workplaces, agricultural production units and reproductive support welfare system have been swept away, despite a nominal commitment to socialist politics. The rise of new ideas about femininity and what an ideal woman is, arguably at least, seems to contradict the official notions of socialist ideas about women and their roles in society.

Our interest here is in how this geopolitical shift impacts the roles of women and their political participation across Laos and Vietnam, along with the economic transformations. We focus on these two countries for a comparison because of their similar political trajectories, retention of socialist ideology, and because they represent a fascinating opportunity to think through not only how women's roles have changed since the introduction of market economic reforms. Crucially, considering Laos and Vietnam also sheds light on how these changes collide (or not) with the ongoing political commitment to socialism and our guiding question for this panel: what is a woman supposed to be now, and what roles do women play in the political agenda now in late socialist Laos and Vietnam?

This is a multi-disciplinary panel, and contributions that speak to this theme are welcome. 
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