(1) Urban well-being in Southeast Asian mega cities
(2) Coveners: 
Tamaki Endo, Graduate School of Asia Pacific Studies, Waseda University Japan, tendo@waseda.jp
Sandra Kurfürst, Global South Studies Center, University of Cologne, Germany, s.kurfuerst@uni-koeln.de
(3) Format: Panel session. The main purpose of the panel is to bring together a mix of scholars working on urban well-being in Southeast Asian mega cities. Presenters will be selected based on an open call for papers. We consider a conventional paper-based panel session most appropriate because it provides a platform for bringing together scholars working on similar topics in the Southeast Asian region but who have probably not worked together previously to exchange ideas with one another. The two convenors will give a brief introduction into the overall topic of urban well-being, followed by individual presentations of the speakers. Each presentation shall last max. 15 min. The last 15 min. shall be reserved for Q&A.  
(4) Panel description: Urban well-being is a pressing demand in times of multiple crisis. While urbanisation has steadily increased in most Southeast Asian countries since the 1970/80s, the question of how to live well in a city has often been neglected. This question has become more relevant then ever in the so-called Asian urban century. With the turn of the millennium more people have been living in cities than in urban areas. Urban growth is currently and expected to continue to be highest in the cities of Africa and Asia. Because of the rapid and ‘compressed development’, urbanisation in Southeast Asia shows complex features. In emerging countries, characteristics and challenges of both ‘developed’ and ‘developing’ countries coexist all at the same time. For example, emerging cities continuously exhibit urban informalities in large scale despite of aspiration to be global cities. Rising inequality and social divide are pressing issues which question the quality of urban life, in general.
Against this background, we want to focus on urban well-being from a multidimensional perspective. We understand urban well-being not as prefixed concept but rather a condition that is continuously negotiated by various actors, among them urbanites, civil society actors, governments and economic actors. On a macrolevel, the call for a new social contract among governments and the people can provide the legal and institutional framework for urban well-being. However, how the social contract of the 21st century plays out on the meso and micro level requires in-depths quantitative and qualitative research. We invite for papers from social, economic and environmental perspectives, that examine the role of social networks, informal institutions, and labour conditions in urban well-being. Moreover, we are interested in a gender perspective on care as well as papers that critically factor in ageing, and how urban well-being is negotiated between generations. Urban green spaces fundamentally contribute to people’s well-being in the city. We therefore also invite environmental perspectives on urban green spaces and urban commons. 
(5) single session (1 x 90 minutes, 3-4 presenters) 
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