1) Title:	
Transimperial approaches in Southeast Asian history: opportunities, challenges, limitations.   

2) Convener 	
Dr. Bastiaan Nugteren				Email: b.nugteren@rug.nl 
Assistant Professor in Modern Asian History  	University of Groningen (RUG), Netherlands. 	 

3) Brief description and explanation of chosen format: 
The chosen format of this panel will be a regular conference panel format with a brief introduction by the convener (5 minutes) and 3 or 4 presentations by  scholars introducing their research (15 minutes per presentation). Preference will be given to junior scholars (PhD/postdoc), while the selection of papers also strives for maintaining a diversity in voices and perspectives. The overarching goal of the panel will be to explore the opportunities, challenges, and limitations of transimperial history – as a field, methodology, or perspective – for Southeast Asian studies in general, and Southeast Asian history in particular. Participants are therefore invited to reflect on this discussion both through the presentation of their research as well as through the plenary discussion, with the latter integrating questions and comments from the audience. To reach a diversity in themes and topics, participants are welcome to share insights from various geographical and temporal contexts from Southeast Asian history.  

4) Brief description of panel: 
This panel aims to critically engage with the opportunities, challenges, and limitations of transimperial history as a historical perspective for colonial histories of Southeast Asia. Emerging from an extensive set of historiographical turns (transnational, imperial, global), transimperial history’s main aim is to de-isolate histories of empires from their national historiographies. It aims to do so by critically analyzing cooperations, conflicts, and connectivity in the spaces between and beyond imperial boundaries (Hedinger & Hée, 2018). With formal colonies of British, Dutch, French, Spanish, American, Portuguese, and Japanese empires, and informal interactions with many other imperial powers, one can argue that colonial histories of Southeast Asia are fertile ground for transimperial approaches. It is therefore surprising that during the last decade’s blossoming of this field, the number of transimperial histories discussing colonialism in Southeast Asia have been relatively scarce and remain somewhat fragmented. 

This panel brings together scholars researching transimperial connections between different Southeast Asian colonial contexts, or those stretching beyond Southeast Asia into the wider world. While aiming for a diversity in themes, geographies, time periods, and types of connections, the papers presented in this panel will collectively reflect on how transimperial approaches can be complementary with regional approaches in Southeast Asian history. At the same time, the panel’s concluding discussion will critically engage with the limitations of the transimperial approach, as such approaches may run the risk of re-affirming the centrality of European historical narratives in Southeast Asian historiography. Participants are therefore specifically invited to reflect on how transimperial approaches can integrate decolonial perspectives and give sufficient attention to the agencies of local populations in challenging, resisting, or appropriating such transimperial connections. 

5) Type of session: 
Single session, 1x 90 minutes, minimum of 3 and maximum of 4 presenters. 

6) Discussant:
To be decided, possibly by the convener himself. The focus of the panel will be on facilitating  discussion between participants and audience, moderated by the convener of the panel. The convener and/or discussant will provide feedback on participants’ work in written form, in order to reserve valuable time for questions from the audience and the final discussion.  


