EuroSEAS Conference, Madrid, 1-3 September 2026

Alternative Format

Title: Too Little, Too Late? The Reckoning of Scholar-Activism in Southeast Asia

Co-conveners: 
1. Wengki Ariando 
Royal Netherlands Institute of Southeast Asian and Caribbean Studies, KITLV
Leiden, the Netherlands 
Email: wengki@kitlv.nl 

2. S.M. (Butet) Manurung
Sokola Institute, Jakarta, Indonesia
Department of Antropology, University of Amsterdam
Amsterdam, the Netherlands
Email: butet_manurung@sokola.org 

Brief description and explanation of the chosen format
The chosen format is a combination of a roundtable discussion and a short video presentation, with a total duration of 90 minutes. This discussion represents a form of actualization and integration of research and grassroots activism in Southeast Asia. In this context, scholar-activism refers to individuals who combine global/theoretical insights with grassroots knowledge, positioning them near the relevant issues. Therefore, this discussion format invites scholar-activists to present their work, initiative, advocacy, and analysis through scholarly analytical thinking.

During the presentation, presenters will be asked to prepare their presentation material in the form of a video with a maximum duration of five (5) minutes. The video should contain footage of the issue being discussed, with the content formatting handed over to the presenters. The presenters will then be given time to explain the video and presentation regarding their scholar-activism. During the discussion session, the moderator will ask brainstorming questions to all presenters, and then the discussion will continue with the discussant, followed by open questions and answers from participants. 

The presenters for this discussion format will be five (5) with details:
1. Sokola Institute: Liberating education for Orang Rimba and other Indigenous peoples in Indonesia (S.M. (Butet) Manurung – University of Amsterdam)
2. Presenter 2 (call for abstract)
3. Presenter 3 (call for abstract)
4. Presenter 4 (call for abstract)
5. Presenter 5 (call for abstract)
Moderator	: Wengki Ariando (KITLV)
Discussant	: Diana Suhardiman (KITLV)

The discussion detail as follows:
· Introduction panel and speakers by conveners (5 minutes)
· Presenter 1 (10 minutes): 5 minutes video presentation and 5 minutes talk
· Presenter 2 (10 minutes): 5 minutes video presentation and 5 minutes talk
· Presenter 3 (10 minutes): 5 minutes video presentation and 5 minutes talk
· Presenter 4 (10 minutes): 5 minutes video presentation and 5 minutes talk
· Presenter 5 (10 minutes): 5 minutes video presentation and 5 minutes talk
· Discussant (10 minutes)
· Question and Answer (20 minutes)
· Closing remark by conveners (5 minutes)

For the submission process, the convenors require the submission of an abstract (maximum 200 words), a brief description of the presenter's work on scholar-activism (maximum 200 words), and the presenter's short biography (maximum 100 words).

Brief description of proposal
Scholar-activism is defined herein as the active engagement of academic researchers in playing a vital role in analyzing, advocating for, and finding solutions to the complex challenges facing today's society. It has recently emerged as a prominent and significant phenomenon in various forms. This shift reflects a growing societal imperative for scholars to commit their expertise to political, social, cultural, and environmental causes that transcend the established boundaries of traditional research and pedagogical responsibilities. In practice, scholars provide detailed data and analysis on root causes, then activism acts as a bridge that transforms these findings into policy recommendations, advocacy programs, and public mobilization efforts that have a direct impact on communities in need. Various empirical studies demonstrate that scholar-activism takes the side of the exploited and the oppressed when discussing development. It is embedded in the expanding knowledge and everyday lives of people. It is essential to critically examine questions such as who gets to discuss development, from which platforms and in what manner, whose voices are considered, and the conditions under which various actors engage in development discussions. The development of issues and discussions regarding scholar-activism also serves as a tool in an important movement that demonstrates the dignity of academics, who must stand with groups and issues worthy of championing within the context of extractive development and political regimes. Meanwhile, Southeast Asia is a diverse region: ethnically, economically, and politically, as well as in its religious composition. Many initiatives have emerged in Southeast Asia from scholar-activism, but they remain fragmented across geography, scale, timeframe, and theme. Through this discussion, it is hoped that Southeast Asia, with its exemplary practices in scholar-activism, can become a hub for innovative and impactful research that contributes to regional diplomacy and the development of inclusive, justice and equality, including a situated knowledge hub for global south development and solidarity.
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