Panel Title
Theorizing Modernization and Development from the Margins: Local and Peripheral(ized) Knowledge in Southeast Asia

Convenor
Lermie Shayne S. Garcia, PhD
Assistant Professor
History Department / Ateneo Center for Asian Studies (ACAS)
Ateneo de Manila University
lsgarcia@ateneo.edu 

Description of Panel
This panel explores how local and peripheral(ized) actors across Southeast Asia have generated distinct knowledge systems and conceptual frameworks in relation to themes such as modernity, urbanization, religion, and development. It challenges dominant models that conflate modernization with centralized state planning and top-down development and instead emphasizes alternative pathways shaped by the everyday experiences, epistemologies, and innovations of those often positioned at the margins such as rural communities, ethnic minorities, indigenous groups, and non-elite actors. Far from being passive recipients of externally imposed knowledge, these communities have actively reimagined and reshaped modernization by integrating local customs, religious practices, and social norms with state-driven initiatives, resulting in hybrid forms of modernity. The panel also foregrounds the role of local religious movements and indigenous knowledge systems in articulating culturally embedded visions of progress. Collectively, the papers argue for reclaiming theory from the ground up and show how Southeast Asia’s peripheries are not passive recipients of modernization but are active contributors to its meaning. In doing so, the panel contributes to broader efforts to provincialize global theory and center the vernacular in development discourses.

Chosen Format
This double-panel session will run for 90 minutes and include six speakers and a moderator. Each speaker will deliver a brief presentation, followed by an open discussion and an opportunity for audience questions. The participants come from the Philippines, Indonesia, Japan, and the Netherlands, and include graduate students, researchers, academics, and independent scholars. Bringing together voices from different stages of scholarship and across disciplines—history, sociology, anthropology, and political science—the panel seeks to open a broader conversation on theorizing modernization and development from the margins. Focusing on the experiences of the Philippines and Indonesia, the session aims to highlight alternative perspectives and encourage dialogue that connects regional contexts with broader theoretical debates.




Panel Members
(1)
Southeast Asia’s Peripheralized Communities as a Source of Governance Theories: Case Studies from the Philippines and Indonesia
Lermie Shayne S. Garcia, PhD (also the discussant)
Assistant Professor
History Department / Ateneo Center for Asian Studies (ACAS)
Philippines

(2)
Centering the Margin and the Autonomous Social Sciences in the Post-Colonial Indonesia
Riwanto Tirtosudarmo, PhD
Independent Scholar
Indonesia

(3)
Co-building a Coastal Community: Kampung Dwellers’ Everyday Engagement of Development in Indonesia
Wenjing Qiu
PhD Student
Institute for Area Studies, Leiden University
The Netherlands

(4)
Living with and through Waste: Precarity and Possibility in an Urban Poor Community in the Philippines
Reed Viceral
Graduate Student 
Dr. Rosita Leong School of Social Sciences, Ateneo de Manila University
Philippines

(5)
Searching for Significance-- A Methodological Inquiry on Cultural Heritage Mapping/Inventory Approaches to Cultural Heritage in the Philippines
Jan Jacob B. Carpio
Researcher
Institute of Philippine Culture
Ateneo de Manila University
Philippines

(6)
Maslaha between Unity and Division: A Critical Reflection on Green Islam in Indonesia
Natsuki Chubachi
PhD Student
Graduate School of Asian and African Area Studies, Kyoto University
Japan
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