Panel Proposal
(1) Title
The Genealogy and Geography of Scam Centers
(2) Convener
Masao Imamura, Yamagata University
Email: imamuramasao@gmail.com, imamura@human.kj.yamagata-u.ac.jp
(3) Brief description and explanation of the chosen format
While scam centers have received growing journalistic and NGO/INGO attention, academic research on them remains extremely limited. Given the scale, sophistication, and regional impacts of these illicit economies, there is now an urgent need for rigorous, evidence-based scholarly analysis. A panel format is appropriate because it brings together researchers working in different national and linguistic contexts to present complementary case studies and develop a coherent analytical framework. We anticipate that the papers presented in this panel will form the basis for subsequent collaborative publication.
(4) Brief description of panel
From the opium economies of the nineteenth century to the triad-linked casino industries of late-twentieth-century Macau and Hong Kong, and further to the scam compounds proliferating today in spaces of weak or negotiated sovereignty in Cambodia and Myanmar, illicit economies in Asia reveal a deep historical and infrastructural continuity. This panel traces how transnational monetary and logistical infrastructures have evolved across the region, with particular emphasis on the emergence of scam compounds as hubs of labor recruitment, coercion, and affective management, tightly integrated with digital communication and financial transfer systems. Rather than isolated criminal enclaves, these compounds operate as laboratories of territorial and organizational experimentation, where labor regimes, jurisdictional loopholes, and enforcement gaps are continually recalibrated.
We examine scam centers as semi-sovereign infrastructures of financial governance, where criminal syndicates, private capital, armed groups, and state officials negotiate authority, taxation, security, and labor. These enclaves serve as nodal points linking frontier spaces to broader financial and logistical networks, enabling illicit revenue to be generated, laundered, circulated, and reinvested across borders. Situating these sites within a genealogy that extends from opium to casinos to underground banking, the panel rethinks how illicitness, violence, and accumulation are co-produced through the layered geographies of sovereignty, territory, and capital in contemporary Southeast Asia.
(5) Session format
Single session (1 × 90 minutes, 3–4 presenters)
(6) Discussant
We hope to include one or two discussants and are in the process of confirming.
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