Panel Proposal: “The Dynamics of Convention-Defiance in Southeast Asian Contexts”

Convenors: Antonia Soriente, Università degli studi di Napoli “L’Orientale”, asoriente@unior.it
        Thuy Hien Le, Università degli studi di Napoli “L’Orientale”, lehien@unior.it

As a region characterized by multilingualism, layered social hierarchies, and rich cultural traditions, Southeast Asia offers fertile ground for exploring how communicative practices both reflect and reshape social relations.
This session foregrounds the dynamics of taboo, transgression, and convention-defiance, examining how speakers negotiate face, navigate power asymmetries, and construct identities through interaction. It highlights the tension and interplay between established norms and disruptive practices, particularly as expressed in literary works and in the translation of socially sensitive texts. By situating these phenomena within Southeast Asian contexts, the session aims to contribute to broader theoretical debates in sociolinguistics and discourse studies while showcasing the region’s distinctive insights into the intersections of language, culture, and society.
We are particularly interested in how acts of convention-defiance and boundary negotiation intersect with:
· Power dynamics, hierarchy, and social roles
· Gender, age, and identity construction
· Humor, irony, and the disruption of norms
· Digital communication and social media practices
· Translation and cultural adaptation of texts that challenge established conventions

Participation Guidelines
Interested individuals are invited to submit: 
• Name, affiliation, and contact information to the panel convenors asoriente@unior.it and/or lehien@unior.it
• A brief abstract (max 300 words) of the proposed presentation 
• A short biographical note (max 150 words)
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