EuroSEAS 2026 Panel Proposal
 
(1) Title
 
The Destruction of Palestine is the Destruction of Southeast Asia;
or, Imperial Entanglements in Genocidal Times
 
(2) Convener
 
Geoffrey Rathgeb Aung
University of Vienna, Department of Social and Cultural Anthropology, geoffrey.aung@univie.ac.at
 
(3) Format
 
We anticipate a double session including a discussant. We are also open to additional participants if the circulation of the panel call garners appropriate interest. 
 
(4) Panel Description
 
This panel traces shared forces of imperial destruction across two places rarely brought together: Palestine and Southeast Asia. Against the backdrop of the genocide in Gaza, the panel shows how understanding Palestine and Southeast Asia’s dual subjugation to the violence of capitalism and empire is necessary for grasping the catastrophes of the present. Fossil empire looms large in the destruction of Palestine (as Andreas Malm argues), where the genocide in Gaza reflects a history of colonization and resource extraction that starts in the nineteenth century. Likewise in Burma/Myanmar. There, Britain’s steam-based, hence coal-based, naval dominance powered British conquest and extraction—before Burma’s postcolonial government, like Thailand’s government later, built close relations with Israel as kindred state-building projects engaged in counter-insurgency. Today, Israeli arms exports are central to Israel’s diplomacy in Myanmar and the Philippines, where brutal counter-insurgencies reinforce ruthless authoritarian politics. In Myanmar and Laos, Chinese- and US-backed oil, gas, and hydropower projects have become critical revenue sources, driving displacement and dispossession while tying Southeast Asia into imperial formations that are underwriting genocide in Gaza. In the Philippines and Thailand, care-giving, soldiering, and counter-insurgency reflect and rework the history of settler militarism in the US and Palestine. In Israel, Thai agricultural workers have faced considerable danger—not least as hostages in Gaza—as a vulnerable migrant community imported to displace Palestinian labor. The Rohingya genocide has provoked stark comparisons between Myanmar and Palestine, while activists and militants in Myanmar, West Papua, Mindanao, and Palestine have framed their struggles as interconnected. In an important sense, moreover, Palestine is today’s Vietnam (as Evyn Lê Espiritu Gandhi argues): a spark for international protest and solidarity, grounded in militant commitment to decolonization. This spark reflects a long history of mutual inspiration between the freedom fighters of Palestine and Vietnam. At stake more broadly, even, are the deep historical linkages between the Middle East and Southeast Asia across the Indian Ocean world. 
 
These are some of the linkages between Palestine and Southeast Asia that this panel aims to examine. These linkages cover histories and processes related to colonization and resource extraction, state diplomacy, the arms trade, labor relations, settler militarisms, genocides and dispossession, and international solidarity. We also welcome work on other areas of interconnection across empire(s) between Palestine and Southeast Asia. Tracing entangled forms of destruction between these locations, this panel argues that Palestine and Southeast Asia are subject not to equivalent forces but shared processes, which make for similarities but also differences. Still, shared subjugation suggests the outlines for possible solidarities—in some cases, renewed solidarities—between the peoples of Palestine and Southeast Asia. The destruction of Palestine is the destruction of Southeast Asia. Or as one group of Palestinian freedom fighters put it in 1970, “Vietnam to Palestine: one struggle, many fronts.”  
 
Presenters:
 
· Walid Jumblatt Bin Abdullah (Associate Professor, Nanyang Technological University, walid@ntu.edu.sg)
· Geoffrey R. Aung (Postdoctoral University Assistant, University of Vienna, geoffrey.aung@univie.ac.at)
· Matan Kaminer (Lecturer in Business and Society, Queen Mary University of London, m.kaminer@qmul.ac.uk)
· Muslim Imran (Director, Asia Middle East Center for Research and Dialogue)
· Shahar Shoham (Ph.D., Associated Member, The Berlin Institute for Empirical Integration and Migration Research, Humboldt University of Berlin, dawnshoham@gmail.com)	
· Areerat Worawongwasu (Ph.D. Candidate, University of Hawaii, aree@hawaii.edu)   	
 
(5) Double Session 
 
(6) Discussant
 
Salim Tamari, Senior Fellow, Institute for Palestine Studies
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