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Screening Proposal for
European Association for Southeast Asian Studies
Madrid2026 Conference

Kirana Productions
Thabyay: Creative Resistance in Myanmar
[bookmark: _9zqj8bkgkjsq]
[bookmark: _e9av39qjlha]Title
Film screening and panel featuring Thabyay: Creative Resistance in Myanmar

[bookmark: _4ekjeuu2j4tu]Convener
Kirana Productions - kiranaproductions.org
Jeanne Hallacy, Director - jeannemariehallacy@gmail.com
Gregg Butensky, Producer - gregg@kiranaproductions.org

[bookmark: _9jupd24jodkf]Topic
Myanmar Revolutionary Movement
Myanmar (Burma) has been under brutal military rule for most of the past seven decades.
In 2010, the country began to open up towards change, ushering massive foreign investment and lifting of draconian restrictions.
In 2015, national elections were held for the first time in 25 years, resulting in a landslide victory for the National League for Democracy (NLD) party led by Nobel laureate Aung San Suu Kyi.
Suu Kyi assumed the role of State Counselor during a period of political transition. Young people enjoyed access to the internet, mobile phones, and press freedom. But the military retained control of key ministries and parliament.
This window of hope towards democratic change came to an end in February 2021 when the Myanmar military seized power in a coup. 
Myanmar is now in crisis. Armed resistance from ethnic nationality armies has been joined by Burmese youth fighting alongside them to oust the dictatorship. An estimated 3.6 million people are internally displaced and more than 29,000 political prisoners have been arrested.
The junta is convening what opposition groups call “sham” elections starting in December 2025 to legitimize their continued rule in the country.
Kirana films on Myanmar have screened at universities worldwide and at the Annual Conference of the Association for Asian Studies. We’ve also screened at the United Nations and at the US Capitol.
Kirana films have screened at film festivals around the world and have been honored with several awards.
[bookmark: _ke3ay4o064lb]Discussion Format
1) Introduction to the film, including a concise background on Myanmar’s current crisis

2) Film Screening [62 minutes]

3) Panel introductions with brief remarks

4) Question and Answer with the film team and activists portrayed in the film

[bookmark: _a96t02xp74kq]Participants
Jeanne Hallacy - Film Director
Jeanne has worked in Southeast Asia for 30 years, producing documentary stories about human rights and social justice issues. Her films are used as educational and advocacy tools by civil society and academic institutions.
Jeanne is the founder of Joy House, a community-based center for refugees from Myanmar using art therapy and wellness classes for trauma recovery. She is the former Director of Programs at the Foreign Correspondents’ Club of Thailand.
Gregg Butensky - Film Producer
Gregg is a human rights investigator and long-time activist on Burma issues. He is the operations director of Kirana Productions and co-director of Ethical Traveler.
Susanna Hla Hla Soe - Film Protagonist (The Artist)
An elected minister in the shadow government, Susanna Hla Hla Soe is an artist and advocate for women and children affected by conflict.
Thet Swe Win - Film Protagonist (The Organizer)
Human rights activist Thet Swe Win organizes events for painters, poets and musicians to share the soft power of creativity in the revolution.
Phoe San - Film Protagonist (The Musician)
Violinist Phoe San performs original music with his ensemble, Thanlwin Thukuma, using his art to support the revolutionary movement.
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