Euroseas 2026 (Madrid) Double-session Panel Proposal 
Conveners: Alicia Izharuddin, Thomas Bruce, Timo Duile, and Abbie Yunita
Email address of contact person: alicia.izharuddin@gmail.com 

Panel format:
This is an interdisciplinary double panel comprising nine paper presenters that encompass different disciplinary and methodological perspectives on the role and vocabularies of the supernatural in the structuring of power relations in Southeast Asia. 

Description of panel: 
Spectral Politics and Enchanted Precarity in Southeast Asia: Ghosts, Magic, and More-Than-Human Worlds in Times of Crisis and Transformation
Across Southeast Asia, encounters with ghosts, spirits, and enchanted objects are simultaneously extraordinary and quotidian. These supernatural presences are not merely vestigial beliefs but active forces that mediate contemporary social and political life—particularly for those navigating precarity, marginalization, and structural violence. This double panel examines how engagements with the supernatural operate as sites of meaning-making, critique, and world-building amid crisis, transformation, and uncertainty.
We bring together scholarship exploring the intersections of spiritual ontologies with capitalist modernities, state power, and social marginality. Papers address how appeals to otherworldly capacities — through rituals, objects, myths, and spectral encounters — enable individuals and communities to negotiate precarious life worlds, articulate alternative forms of belonging, and reimagine relations between self, community, and more-than-human worlds. We consider how these practices simultaneously respond to and contest dominant formations of modernity, morality, and progress.
The panel critically engages with both the theoretical vocabularies and power relations that shape how we understand these phenomena. Those who engage with spirits, magic, and enchanted objects are often relegated to social peripheries by dominant frameworks of modernity and progress. Yet these very practices may constitute forms of political agency, social critique, and alternative world-making.

Presenters: 
1. Ikhlas Abdul Hadi, Globiz Professional University, Tokyo
2. Thomas Bruce, Thammasat University
3. Thanyarat Aphiwong, Chiang Mai University
4. Paul McBain, Thammasat University
5. Timo Duile, Bonn University
6. Tito Ambyo, RMIT, Melbourne 
7. Panggah Ardiyansyah, University of Sheffield 
8. Atina Rosydiana, University of Utrecht
9. Tatiana Acevedo-Guererro, University of Utrecht

Discussant: 
1. Alicia Izharuddin, National University of Singapore 
 
