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	1.
	Title
	Safeguarding Scholarship: Autocratization, Institutional Autonomy, and Academic Freedom in Southeast Asia

	2.
	Conveners
	Co-Conveners: Dr. Sriprapha Petcharamesree 
Faculty of Law, Chulalongkorn University, Thailand, sripraphapet@gmail.com* and sriprapha@law.chula.ac.th; and Assoc.Prof.Dr. Ratnaria Wahid, 	School of International Studies, Universiti Utara Malaysia, ratnaria@uum.edu.my*


	3.
	Format
	This double panel adopts a double-session format (2 x 90 minutes) to explore academic freedom in Southeast Asia, based on an ongoing collaborative ASEAN research project. Ensuring diversity in perspectives from multiple institutions and countries, the structure also promotes in-depth presentations, expert discussion, and audience interaction while remaining open to external contributors.
	Part
	Focus
	Papers
	Presentation Time
	Discussant Comments
	Q&A
	Total Time

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1.
	Country Case Studies
	4 country-specific papers.

	15 min each (60 min total)
	15 min
	15 min
	90 min


 2.     Thematic Overviews 
         3 thematic papers	    15 min each (45 min total)	
                                                                            15 min	30 min   90 min


	4.
	Panel Description
	Academic freedom stands as a cornerstone of higher education worldwide, enabling scholarly inquiry, innovation, and the cultivation of informed citizenship in diverse political landscapes. While substantial scholarship has examined its principles and challenges in contexts like Europe and North America, as well as emerging studies on Asia, significant gaps persist in understanding its dynamics within Southeast Asia's rapidly evolving authoritarian and democratic hybrids. This oversight gravely undermines efforts to safeguard intellectual autonomy, risking the erosion of democratic resilience, ethical research practices, and institutional vitality in a region pivotal to global geopolitical shifts. 
This double panel directly confronts this lacuna by thematizing the interplay of autocratization, research cultures, and institutional autonomy with academic freedom across Southeast Asia. It showcases, for instance, assessments of how varying political regimes influence freedom and autonomy; explorations of research norms that foster critical thinking amid autocratic pressures; evaluations of higher education autonomy constrained by neoliberal trends; and country-specific cases from Malaysia, Indonesia, the Philippines, and Thailand illustrating judicial protections, constitutional frameworks, and strategies against suppression. 
Ultimately, this double panel enrich broader discourses on human rights and knowledge economies, revealing pathways for regional and global advocacy to fortify academia as a bulwark against authoritarianism and a driver of societal progress.




	Discussant
	Prof. Dr. Cherian George, 
Professor of Media Studies at Hong Kong Baptist University, China (Expert on Media and academic freedom, originally from Singapore)


	Part 1:
Country Case Studies
	1. Assoc. Prof. Dr. Ratnaria Wahid
	School of International Studies, Universiti Utara Malaysia
	The Contested Terrain of Academic Freedom in Malaysia

	
	2. Assoc. Prof. Dr. Herlambang P. Wiratraman
	Faculty of Law, Universitas Gadjah Mada, Indonesia
	Judicializing Protection for Intellectual Freedom: Courts' Role in Safeguarding Indonesian Scholars

	
	3. Assoc. Dean Ma. Ngina Teresa V. Chan-Gonzaga
	Ateneo de Manila University School of Law, Philippines
	Academic Freedom in the Philippines: State of Affairs, Contemporary Challenges, and Future Prospects

	
	4. Asst. Prof. Dr. Pat Niyomsilp
	Faculty of Law, Chulalongkorn University, Thailand
	Academic Freedom in Thailand: Candle Lighting through the Midnight Midst


	Part 2: 
Thematic Overviews












Moderator
	5. Dr. Sriprapha Petcharamesree 
	Faculty of Law, Chulalongkorn University, Thailand
	Autocratization and Academic Freedom in Southeast Asia: An Assessment

	
	6. Assoc. Prof. Dr. Khoo Ying Hooi
	Department of International and Strategic Studies, Universiti Malaya, Malaysia
	The Relationship between Research Culture and Academic Freedom in Southeast Asia

	
	7. Dr. Fuadi Pitsuwan
	Faculty of Political Science, Thammasat University, Thailand
	Higher Education’s Institutional Autonomy in Southeast Asia: Designed to Function, Not to Flourish

	
	Dr.Sriprapha Petcharamesree
	Faculty of Law, Chulalongkorn University, Thailand
	



