Panel Proposal

Title: Title: Rethinking Oral History Methodologies in Southeast Asia: Ethics, Positionality and Interviewing Practices

Convener and Panelist
· Kisho Tsuchiya, Center for Southeast Asian Studies, Kyoto University, kishotsuchiya@cseas.kyoto-.ac.jp  

Panelists: 
· Primitivo III Ragandang, Mindanao State University-Iligan, primitivoiii.ragandang@g.msuiit.edu.ph 
· Marisa Ramos Gonçalves, Centre for Social Studies, University of Coimbra, marisagoncalves@ces.uc.pt 
· Miriam Jaehn, Center for Asia-Pacific Area Studies, Academia Sinica, Taiwan,  miriamjaehn@gate.sinica.edu.tw (jaehnmiriam@gmail.com)

Format: Panel Single Session.
Each participant will discuss their theme along three main themes; context specific conceived ethics, the issue of positionality in relation to the interlocutors, and methodology and practice of oral history in Southeast Asia. 

Panel Description
Some classical textbooks of oral history methodology borrow protocols from medical sciences or outline “best practices” developed in Anglo-American contexts—such as securing a secluded interview space, excluding third parties, and obtaining written consent forms. Yet, researchers working in Southeast Asia often encounter radically different social, ethical, and physical environments, where interviews unfold in shared homes, public spaces, or community gatherings. Anthropologists, psychologists, and oral historians in the region have thus developed context-specific alternative practices that attend to local norms of hospitality, relational ethics, and collective memory.
This panel brings together scholars conducting research that prioritizes orality [or: oral narratives and histories] in Timor-Leste, the Philippines, and Thailand to theorize the ethics, positionalities, and methodological potentials emerging from these encounters. By grounding reflection in lived field experience, the contributors ask how practices developed in Southeast Asian contexts might expand the conceptual vocabulary of oral history globally—rethinking what constitutes “ethical,” “valid,” or “effective” oral history research beyond the existing compliance norms.

Description of Panelists
Marisa Ramos Gonçalves reflects on her experience of conducting oral history research in Timor-Leste on people’s historical understandings of living under colonialism, occupation and participating in resistance movements. She will address issues such as the inadequacy of certain research protocols imposed by “global north” institutions versus the relational ethics present in the communities and the potential, emerging from intergenerational dialogues and group interviewing, of East Timorese making sense of their historical experiences and producing knowledge.

Primitivo III Ragandang draws on long-term fieldwork in Mindanao to examine how intergenerational storytelling and oral histories of conflict, displacement, and resilience reveal locally grounded ethics of narration and memory. His contribution situates oral history as both a methodological and relational practice shaped by community norms of trust and reciprocity.

Miriam Jaehn  will speak of Rohingya’s oral narratives of their forced displacement and violent journeys across Asia. She draws out the importance of silences and inconsistencies in Rohingya’s narratives as they uncover collective and disguise individual histories of trauma following them into displacement. Miriam questions the situated ethical dilemmas of how trauma was (not) narrated by its survivors to her as a researcher and how to respond with care in such situations. 

Drawing on his documentary and oral history research in Timor-Leste and the Philippines, Kisho Tsuchiya reflects on the multiple positionalities, ethical challenges, and forms of data that have shaped his fieldwork across these two regions. The presentation examines tensions between “Global North” norms of compliance and truth claims, the researcher’s pursuit of knowledge, and the expectations of interviewees. Ultimately, Tsuchiya reconsiders the relationship between history as an academic discipline and Southeast Asian traditions of oral history and orality.
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