Reimagining and Reconnecting Southeast Asian Collections: Heritage and Future 
Double session (Part I and Part II)
Format: 
Double-session panel with 6-8 presenters. This format will enable us to present
several interdisciplinary approaches to the theme and to incorporate perspectives from
multiple regions of Southeast Asia.
Confirmed presenters (with scope to accept up to 3 additional papers):

Adrian Linder (Institute of Social Anthropology, University of Bern, Switzerland)
Antonio J. Guerreiro (IRASIA, Marseille & Musée de l’Homme, Paris, France)

Fiona Asokacitta (University of Oxford)

Jennifer R. Morris (British Museum)

Valerie Mashman (Institute of Borneo Studies, University of Malaysia Sarawak)
Description: 
There are hundreds of thousands of diasporic Southeast Asian objects from both mainland and insular areas in institutions and collections today, many of which remain underutilised and understudied. At the same time, many communities in Southeast Asia are witnessing a rising interest in traditional material cultures and a drive to reconnect with their heritage, through the revival of traditional practices as well as contemporary reimaginings. However, Southeast Asia’s colonial pasts have frequently excised certain local resonances from the palimpsest of meanings inherent in objects in collections. Historically, the structures of colonial institutions such as museums have impeded the ability of communities to engage with these archives of tangible heritage. The contextualization of ethnographical and other collections, and their shared histories between Southeast Asia and Europe have become key issues for the future. 
This panel will explore contemporary perceptions of the value of these collections, and how museums and heritage professionals might facilitate the reconnection between interested communities and collections. How can international decolonising discourse be applied in practice to the Southeast Asian context? How can sustained access to heritage be achieved and the voices of diverse stakeholders be represented in contemporary interpretation? The diversity and transboundary nature of many Southeast Asian cultures allows for interesting comparisons across collections, against the backdrop of a wide variety of institutional histories and agendas. This aspect is particularly relevant to the objects’ biographies, their circulation and exchanges between museums, individual collectors and research institutions housing visual and textual archives.
Specific issues that may be addressed include diverse methods of curation, documentation and collections management; how local communities, scholars and institutions might fruitfully collaborate; digitization and open access online resources as potential approaches to widening access to collections; loans and conservation; and the best methods of disseminating information.

