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1. Title: Re-examining the Meanings of Hispanization: New Topics in the History of Spanish Colonization of the Philippines 

2. Convenors:
Dr. Vina A. Lanzona, vlanzona@hawaii.edu
Department of History, University of Hawaiʻi at Mānoa

Dr. Anthony Medrano, anthony.medrano@brown.edu
Department of History, Brown University


3. Panel Format: Single Session with 3-4 Presenters

Our panel will feature four Professors/Scholars from 4 different universities working on the Spanish colonization of the Philippines. We aim to present our new research at the conference. While we have done research on these topics, this will be the first time that we will present some aspects of our new work in an international conference. Thus, a single-session panel, where we will present our papers for 15-20 minutes each, will be the best format. We also plan to find a discussant for our panel. One of the convenors will serve as the Chair of the panel.


4. Abstract of our Panel:

Many scholars and historians explain the more than 300 years of Spanish colonization of the Philippines as a process of Hispanization, the transfer of Iberian culture in the country. The focus of the hispanizing process is usually the “enthusiastic” adoption of the Catholic religion by the majority of the population. This missionary enterprise, involving the conversion of the Filipino natives, also led to major political and socio-economic transformations in order to sustain the colonizing projects of the Spanish Church and State. But what did “Hispanization” mean for the daily lives of the Filipinos? How did their private and public lives change with the imposition of Spanish cultural and legal norms? This panel will present new research that re-examines the very meanings of Hispanization and how Filipinos adopted and challenged Spanish laws and practices—in the realms of marriage, children and legitimacy, and gastronomy. It will also explore the long process of de-Hispanization and how the Philippines and Filipinos became separate and distinct from Spanish culture.


5. Paper Presenters:

Vina A. Lanzona (University of Hawaiʻi at Mānoa): A Social History of Marriage and Divorce in the Spanish Philippines
Michael Cullinane (University of Wisconsin-Madison): Padre no Conocido: Illegitimacy and Cebu’s Elite Society, 1850-1920
Anthony D. Medrano (Brown University): "Fishing out the past": A Language of Food in Pedro Serrano Laktaw's Diccionario Hispano-Tagalog (1889)  
Florentino Rodao (Universidad Complutense, Madrid): The Role of Hispanic Countries in the Philippines after 1898
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