Title:  Producing the Global Margin in Vietnam: Work and Life Reconfigured 
Conveners: 	Jessica Steinman, Erasmus Universiteit Rotterdam, Steinman@essb.eur.nl
		Thu Dinh, University of Milano-Bicocca, t.dinh1@campus.unimib.it
Brief description and explanation of the chosen format: 
To foster a focused and cumulative argument on the production of the global margin in Vietnam, we have chosen a panel format. 
Brief description of panel: 
This panel contributes to debates on the moral economies of global labour by foregrounding the productive role of margins in sustaining capitalist accumulation. The rise of Southeast Asia as a global factory has reconfigured work and life across the region. This reconfiguration is characterised by the casualisation of labour, the intensification of work, and the precaritisation of life. In this dynamic, the seamless functioning of global capital relies on and actively produces new social and economic margins by systematically creating conditions for social and temporal alienation and fragmentation that sustain inequalities, exploitation, and displacement. Thus, the production of the “margins” is a strategic achievement of global capital. 
Vietnam, where the logic of global capitalism is mediated through the reworking of state ideologies and socialist ethics, offers a critical lens on this production. The country’s rapid integration into the global supply chain has made it a site where new moral hierarchies of labour are forged. Emerging from the capitalist strategies of “flexible accumulation” and state-led drives for modernisation, these hierarchies actively valorise certain forms of work while devaluing and invisibilising others. In these spaces, displays of development obscure inequality and normalise precarity. 
Drawing from ethnographic research across factory floors, maritime supply chains, and rural villages in Vietnam, the papers in this panel trace how this margin is produced. Together, they show how the demand for flexible and mobile labour creates a permanent fracture between the relentless rhythms of global capitalism and the intimate rhythms of social reproduction in workers’ lives. This fracture is exemplified by the glorification of the “global worker,” which strategically absolves the state from its responsibilities of care. Focusing on the actively produced “margins”, this panel reveals the contested reordering of work and life under global capitalism and the necessity of recentring the relational margins within its uneven geography and entanglement with local politics and social transformations. 
Panel Type:  Single-session
Discussant: Prof. Dr. Minh Nguyen, Universität Bielefeld, minh.nguyen@uni-bielefeld.de
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