Planetary Southeast Asia: Entangled Ecologies and Histories of Seascapes, Riverscapes, Aquiferscapes, and Forestscapes
 
Abstract:
 
This double session panel reconceptualizes Southeast Asia on a planetary scale as a region animated by interconnected ecologies of underground freshwater, seas, rivers, and forests. Such a perspective requires recognizing ecology as an agent of power operating across multiple temporalities – geological, deep, historical, and experiential. Building on these entangled landscapes, the panel examines social and ecological connectivities shaped by hidden aquifers, river systems, coastal seas, and forested terrains along the shorelines of Vietnam, Malaysia, Thailand, the Philippines, Timor-Leste, and Indonesia. By tracing these interconnections beyond national borders through maritime exchanges, freshwater trade and well networks, riverine and forested landscapes, and heritage practices, the panel interrogates why linear conceptions of time fail to capture the agency of both human and non-human actors. Adopting a planetary rather than homogenizing global perspective enables us to explore the density, relationality, and complexity of ecologies and Indigenous lifeworld – and ultimately to envision Southeast Asia as a vital site of planetary history- and heritage-making.
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