[bookmark: _bj640y1om9jk]1. Title
Negotiating the Nexus: Religious Authority, Gender Politics, and State Power in Contemporary Southeast Asia
[bookmark: _pej35d8j7pz7]2. Convener
· Name: Hasna Azmi Fadhilah
· Affiliation: Department of Anthropology Universiteit van Amsterdam
· Email: h.a.fadhilah@uva.nl
[bookmark: _z2ds0om5fjic]3. Explanation of Chosen Format
This panel is proposed as a single session (1 x 90 minutes) with four presenters. This format is chosen to ensure a focused and in-depth discussion. A 90-minute session allows for four 15-minute presentations (60 minutes total), leaving a full 30 minutes for Q&A and discussion. This substantial discussion period is crucial for a topic of this complexity, allowing the audience to engage with the nuanced arguments and draw connections across different national contexts. I have chosen to forgo a discussion to maximize time for open dialogue from the floor, aligning with the conference's goal of avoiding "pre-packed propositions." 
[bookmark: _z9qthgwynwk9]4. Brief Description of Panel
The rising tide of religious conservatism and the simultaneous strengthening of feminist and LGBTQ+ movements have created a dynamic and often contentious political landscape across Southeast Asia. This panel investigates how these forces interact, examining the ways in which religious authority is mobilized to shape gender norms, public policy, and national identity, and how gendered actors, in turn, navigate, resist, or co-opt these forces.
Moving beyond simplistic narratives of secularism versus religiosity, the panel explores the intricate "negotiations" that occur at the nexus of religion, gender, and the state. Papers will present grounded case studies from South East Asian nations. Topics include the political deployment of "morality" in electoral politics, the impact of conservative movements on legal systems and family law, and the strategic agency of women and sexual minorities in asserting their rights within these constrained spaces. By adopting a comparative regional framework, this panel aims to illuminate both the unique configurations of power in each context and the broader, transnational patterns shaping the future of citizenship and rights in Southeast Asia.
[bookmark: _azxnpxcbvuq6]5. Session Type
· Single Session (1 x 90 minutes, 4 presenters)
[bookmark: _dvxzz4p9xprd]6. Discussant
· No discussant (To prioritize open floor discussion as per the chosen format explanation).
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