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Brief Description and Explanation of the Chosen Format
This panel adopts the single-session panel format (one convener, four presenters, and a discussant) to facilitate a sustained and comparative discussion on feminist autoethnography as a method for narrating cross-border educational mobility and identity transformation among Muslim women scholars. The panel structure allows each presentation to address a distinct dimension: embodied knowledge, digital resilience, collective authorship, and transnational feminism, while remaining connected through shared methodological and ethical questions.
The panel’s format is designed to encourage dialogue across diverse academic and regional contexts. Presenters are affiliated with universities in Indonesia and Singapore, while the discussant is based in the Netherlands. Their research spans field sites across Asia, Europe, Australia, and North America, mirroring the transnational trajectories explored in the papers. This diversity ensures that the discussion is not limited to one institutional or regional framework but instead reflects a multi-sited feminist conversation about knowledge production, migration, and belonging.
Each presenter will deliver a concise 10–12-minute paper, followed by reflections from the discussant and an open discussion with the audience. The format emphasizes interactive engagement rather than the delivery of finalized results. Participants will explore how feminist autoethnography serves as both testimony and theory, foregrounding how women scholars write themselves into global academic spaces shaped by racialized, gendered, and religious hierarchies.

Brief Description of Panel 
This panel explores how feminist autoethnography can serve as a powerful method for narrating the experience of cross-border educational mobility and the intersectional identities of Muslim women. Developed from the publication of Sekolahlah Tinggi-Tinggi: Perjalanan Perempuan Mengejar Cita ke Empat Benua/ Study as High as You Can: Women’s Journeys in Pursuit of Dreams Across Four Continents (Jakarta: Gramedia, 2025), the panel draws on the reflections of fourteen Indonesian Muslim women—many of whom come from traditionalist pesantren (Islamic boarding school) backgrounds—who pursued doctoral degrees in Australia, Europe, Asia, and North America. 
Their stories reveal how gender, religion, class, and race intersect in shaping women’s mobility and knowledge-making. By bringing together scholars from Indonesia, Singapore, and the Netherlands, this panel advances Southeast Asian studies through an interdisciplinary dialogue that connects anthropology, gender studies, Islamic studies, and education. The panel’s methodological focus on writing the self as knowledge-making contributes to discussions on how research emerging from Southeast Asia challenges dominant paradigms in global academia. By featuring emerging and established scholars, it also reflects EuroSEAS’s commitment to cross-generational and cross-regional scholarly exchange.
This panel poses the following guiding questions: (1) How can feminist autoethnography be used to explore the intersection of gender, religion, class, and race in the transnational experiences of Muslim women scholars? (2) What insights do these narratives offer into how educational mobility transforms, not only one’s academic trajectory but also the self, the body, and one’s sense of home and belonging? (3) How do the women navigate institutional and cultural spaces shaped by racialized, gendered, and religious norms? What forms of resistance and adaptation emerge from their lived experiences? (4) What ethical, methodological, and epistemological implications arise when writing the self as a method of knowledge production, particularly for Muslim women from Indonesia in global academic contexts?
Finally, the discussion in this panel underscores that mobility is not a linear path of empowerment, but a terrain of negotiation where identities are questioned, remade, and often unsettled. By centering the voices of Indonesian Muslim women scholars, the panel affirms the importance of feminist autoethnography as both testimony and theory, as a method that reveals the complexity of crossing borders while holding onto faith, family, and feminist consciousness. 
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