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Brief description of chosen format:
This panel is proposed as a double session (180 minutes) with 6–8 presenters and a discussant. Each paper will be allocated approximately 20 minutes, followed by a moderated discussion. The format is designed to encourage comparative insights and theoretical engagement across diverse case studies. In keeping with EuroSEAS guidelines, the panel is open to presenters from outside the conveners’ institutions and projects. The inclusion of a discussant will help synthesise key themes and foster dialogue across disciplinary and regional boundaries.

Brief description of panel:
Southeast Asians are highly mobile people, migrating within their home countries and across the region for a variety of reasons and purposes. Political instability and aspirations for better economic lives are key triggers for those who opt for regularised or irregularised pathways.
Regular pathways (often framed as ‘safe migration’), while frequently expensive, offer no guarantee of avoiding precarity or rights abuses—especially as migration status can shift rapidly. In this context, different forms of protection enacted by both state and private actors emerge as key instruments shaping the migration process at all stages. Thus, the policing of migration may be connected to the protection of public health, states may enact policies aimed at protecting migrants from exploitation and trafficking, while brokerage processes may transform migrants into commodities that need to be protected. Meanwhile, the investments migrants made in mobility do not always pay off; costly and arbitrary migration and labour policies leave many migrants vulnerable to exploitation, discrimination and abuse. In the worst cases, individuals face arrest, detention, forced repatriation or even death, resulting in the complete loss of their migratory investments.
This panel seeks to focus on a number of still underexplored sites, forms and aspects of migration and explore how they are shaped by different logics of protection in a broad and open sense. We invite contributions that explore, for example, the role of informal brokers in shaping migration trajectories, the impact of digital infrastructures on mobility and surveillance, or the afterlives of migration following deportation or return. We are particularly interested in papers that engage with the diverse material infrastructures—terrestrial, maritime and aerial—that shape migratory experiences and possibilities. This includes recent conceptual work on how these spatial modalities condition movement, regulation and temporality in ways that challenge linear or state-centric understandings of migration. 
Papers may be empirically grounded, theoretically engaged, or speculative in nature. Based on detailed case studies, the panel seeks to address key issues of cross-border movements that are—deliberately or not—sidelined, in order to highlight new trends of migration developing across Southeast Asia.
We welcome submissions from early career researchers.

Session Format: Double session (2 x 90 minutes, 6-8 presenters)
Discussant: Yes
