EuroSEAS 2026 Panel proposal
Title: Intimacy of revolution, periphery of power: In the fissures of twentieth-century ideological exchanges between Southeast Asia and China

Convenor: Yi Li. Aberystwyth University, Wales, UK. Yil10@aber.ac.uk 
Format: panel 
The panel aims to present new research on the exchanges between Southeast Asia and China in the twentieth century, through individual case studies conducted on the ground by scholars at various career stages. We propose a classic panel format to enable detailed elaboration and in-depth analyses of these findings, complemented by panel Q&A to reflect on the thematic and methodological common ground, as well as the advantage/issues in pursuing new possibilities in the well-established field of Sino-SE Asian circulations. 
Description
The long exchange of human, goods and ideas between Southeast Asia and China has been extensively studied from diverse perspectives and through a variety of sources and methodologies. This panel, focusing on private spheres and peripheral positions, aims to shed new light on modern Sino-Southeast Asian exchanges within the context of national struggles and the Cold War in the twentieth century. 
Revolution, in its multiple meanings and contexts, has been an overwhelming presence in the region during this period. Yet, how did such a grand narrative shape family lives at the margins of power – for example, female guerilla members along the Thai-Malaysian border, or Southeast Asian children relocated to China because of their parents’ Communist involvement in the regional Cold War? On the other hand, how did the evolving concept of Southeast Asia among emerging Chinese revolutionists in the early decades, and everyday survival strategy by former soldiers stranded in mountains at the junction of newly formed Southeast Asian states in the later decades, reflect a collective anxiety about positing themselves within a precarious and changing world order? We are keen to tell, and deliberate, overlooked stories – hidden within textual and visual archives, oral history, and community memory, and lying in the fissures of dominating discourse – to illuminate the intimate dimensions and vulnerable minorities of the twentieth-century ideological revolutions. 

Single session (4 presenters have committed to this panel, NO discussant). 
Confirmed presenters and paper titles:
1. Engendering Malayan Communist Party: Female Bodies, Sex, and Intimacy, 1946-1980s
Beiyu Zhang, Jinan University, China. zhangbeiyu20102011@163.com 
2. The Children of Southeast Asian Communists and the Maoist World Revolution (1950s–1980s)
Ning Zhang, Oxford School of Global & Area Studies, UK. ning.zhang@area.ox.ac.uk
3. Margins of the Nation, Fragments of the Revolution: Memory and Identity among Kuomintang Exiles in Thailand in the mid-twentieth century
SUTHASINEE PHONSAKUNPHAISAN, Chiangmai University, Thailand. suthasinee.p@cmu.ac.th 
4. The Production of Knowledge on Nanyang (Southeast Asia) in Modern China 
and the Dissemination of Marxist International Relations Thought (1900-1949)
Zhao Siyang, Jinan University, China. xiwai2008siyang@sina.com 
