Title: Indigeneity in Southeast Asia: Mobilization, Meaning, and Contestation
Co-Conveners: Antoine Laugrand, Research Fellow, University of Ottawa, Susanna Barnes, University of Saskatchewan

Description: In Southeast Asia, indigeneity emerges less as an inherited status than as a situated practice shaped by colonial legacies, postcolonial state formations, and global rights discourses. From the highlands of northern Vietnam and Taiwan to the forests of Borneo and Malaysia, and the islands of the Philippines, Indonesia, and Timor-Leste, claims to indigeneity are entangled with nation-building, development, and environmental governance. Far from a settled category, it functions as a contested and strategic identity, mobilized in struggles over land, resources, language, and cultural recognition.
This panel examines how Indigenous communities and their allies mobilize, translate, and contest global frameworks such as the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP) within South-East Asian contexts. Contributors explore the bureaucratic and discursive mechanisms: from education reforms and ancestral domain laws to NGO advocacy and environmental regulation, that shape who can claim to be “Indigenous” and under what terms. They also highlight acts of endurance and creative adaptation, including linguistic revitalization, ritual reinvention, and digital activism, through which communities assert continuity and belonging amid renewed imperial and extractive pressures.
By bringing together perspectives from anthropology, Indigenous studies, linguistics, history, and political science, the panel seeks to localize Indigeneity to understand how its universalizing language of rights, sustainability, and authenticity is reconfigured in plural and sometimes contradictory ways. How do communities negotiate global norms like UNDRIP alongside local state ideologies? In what ways do claims to indigeneity intersect with language politics, historical narratives, and resource governance? And how do these processes reshape notions of citizenship, sovereignty, and belonging? By foregrounding Southeast Asian cases, the panel seeks to illuminate the dynamic interplay between global frameworks and local realities, and to rethink indigeneity as a political, historical, and discursive practice rather than a fixed identity.
This panel proposes a double session to accommodate the breadth and depth of regional coverage and thematic diversity central to its objectives.

Format: double session
Dicussant: TBC
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