Titel: Framing the City: Photography, Architecture, and Social Media in Southeast Asia
Convener:
Franziska S. Nicolaisen, Max Planck Institute for Social Anthropology, Halle/ Germany, nicolaisen@eth.mpg.de
Mirjam Le, University of Passau/Germany, mirjam.le@uni-passau.de
Format:
This panel will take the form of a single session with a discussant. We invite scholars and practitioners to present short papers (10 minutes) followed by a collective discussion. The session aims to foster dialogue across disciplines and case studies rather than extended individual presentations.
Participants are asked to submit a short paper or extended abstract in advance (approximately 1,500–2,500 words) to be circulated among panel members and the discussant for pre-reading. This will allow for a more focused and engaged discussion during the session.
The panel is open for participation through this call and welcomes submissions from researchers at all career stages.
Panel Abstract:

Across Southeast Asia, cities are transforming architecturally, economically, and visually at a breathtaking pace. From the photogenic façades of Singapore’s Jewel Changi Airport to the dense, self-built neighborhoods of Bangkok’s informal settlements, the built environment has become a key site where visual, social, and spatial negotiations unfold. This panel examines how photography and social media reshape the ways Southeast Asian urban spaces are framed, imagined, and consumed.
We propose that the city in the digital age is no longer only built but continuously mediated, performed, and circulated as an image. Through photography and social media, architecture becomes a subject,  a backdrop, and a medium for urban storytelling. The built environment provides a designed form that structures urban experience and mediates the visual and spatial engagements with the city.
The everyday practices of photographing, posting, and tagging transform buildings and public spaces into networked sites of visibility, producing new hierarchies of attention that both democratize and discipline access to representation. In this process, architectural form and urban life are reconstituted as aesthetic and affective experiences designed for visual consumption.
The panel brings together scholars from architecture, visual studies, and media anthropology to explore the intersection of visuality, technology, and spatial politics. Case studies from cities such as Bangkok, Manila, Ho Chi Minh City, and Singapore reveal how local actors, like architects, photographers, influencers, and citizens, use (digital) imagery to claim, contest, and reimagine the urban space.
By situating Southeast Asian visual urbanisms within postcolonial and global frameworks, the panel contributes to ongoing debates on digital urbanism, affective labor, and the politics of representation. It asks how the networked city is constructed and framed not only through planning and design but also through the millions of images that circulate daily. These images blur the boundaries between the architectural, the social, and the digital.
Call for paper
This panel invites contributions that explore how photography and social media frame, mediate, and reimagine the contemporary Southeast Asian city and its architectures. We are interested in how digital visual practices that range from architectural photography to Instagram feeds produce new ways of seeing, experiencing, and even designing urban space. How do these practices transform architecture into image, material form into mediated spectacle, and the city into a performative and aestheticized environment? How do they shape architectural meaning and urban identity, contest official narratives of modernization, or reinforce classed and gendered hierarchies of visibility and access to space?
We welcome papers that address, but are not limited to, the following themes:
· The relationship between architecture, photography, and visual consumption
· “Instagrammable” architecture and the aesthetics of urban branding
· Street photography and everyday visualities of informal or vernacular urbanism
· Social media as infrastructure of architectural participation and urban representation
· The politics of visibility and invisibility in the digitally mediated built environment
· Postcolonial and decolonial readings of Southeast Asian architectural and urban visuality
We particularly encourage interdisciplinary perspectives from architecture, urban studies, media and communication, anthropology, and visual culture. Both empirical case studies and theoretical reflections are welcome.
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