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Southeast Asia has long been a key site for the formulation of influential theories and perspectives. Over the past decades, research in and on Southeast Asia has undergone profound changes. The field has expanded both thematically and methodologically, witnessing new approaches to comparative and historical analysis alongside critical scholarship on knowledge production, engaging with questions of globalization, transnational processes, and decolonization, and grappling with fundamental debates about state formation, social change, power relations, and the politics of representation. Against this backdrop of dynamic intellectual development, this book forum invites both established scholars and early-career researchers to reflect on the readings that have fundamentally shaped their scholarly trajectories.

Book forum participants will briefly present one book on Southeast Asia that they consider groundbreaking and formative for their research, though they may reference additional works that inform their thinking. These may be canonical texts that have defined the field or lesser-known, overlooked works that nevertheless profoundly influenced their intellectual development. Beyond merely introducing these texts, participants will explain why the book matters to them personally, how it informed their research questions and methodological choices, and what insights it continues to offer.

Each presentation will be followed by a set of pertinent questions addressing current debates in Southeast Asian Studies: What empirical or theoretical puzzles does this work illuminate? How has the book shaped subsequent scholarship? What does it reveal about the relationship between local contexts and broader theoretical frameworks? In what ways does it remain relevant—or require critical revision—in light of changing scholarly agendas and contemporary Southeast Asian realities?

This forum offers a rare opportunity for intergenerational dialogue and intellectual retrospection. By foregrounding personal readings and formative encounters with texts, it aims to illuminate the diverse intellectual genealogies that underpin contemporary Southeast Asian Studies while fostering critical reflection on the field's evolution and future directions.
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