
EuroSEAS 2026 Roundtable Proposal 

Title: Engaging with War Ecologies in East and Southeast Asia: Science, Multispecies Relation, and Memory of Violence 

Convener: 

Dr. Dat Nguyen
NIOD Institute for War, Holocaust and Genocide Studies
Royal Netherlands Academy of Arts and Sciences 

Brief Description and Explanation of Chosen Format: 

Throughout the twentieth century, many countries in East and Southeast Asia experienced intense warfare. As destructive war technologies and weapons were developed and deployed in the region, they left behind long-lasting negative impacts on local ecologies, human health, communities’ livelihoods, and altered relations between humans and more-than-humans.

In conjunction with the launch of a new special issue, “Warfare’s Ecologies: Toxic Legacies, Scientific Seductions, the Violence of Aftermaths”, in the journal War & Society scheduled to be published in August 2026, this roundtable provides a comparative examination of the ecological consequences of warfare in East and Southeast Asia, particularly how states, non-governmental organisations, and local communities have addressed, experienced, and lived with war pollution. The editorial team of the special issue will first introduce the contributions of the special issue to the emerging interdisciplinary research on war ecologies, highlighting how the history of warfare and violence in East and Southeast Asia played an important role in shaping and giving rise to international awareness on ecocide and the transnational ecological impacts of modern warfare. Four contributors to the special issue will then briefly discuss their case studies, including the transgenerational health impact of Agent Orange on local Vietnamese population, the bilateral US-Vietnam efforts to remediate Agent Orange contaminated sites, the mobilisation of mice in landmine detection in Cambodia, and the transformation of a secret weapon production site into a tourism site in Japan featuring cute bunnies. 

The roundtable format is chosen to facilitate active conversations and exchanges across the contributors of the special issue, as well as between these contributors and the audience. It allows the contributors to share with the audience how the project came about, the writing process, and also how the special issue contributes to a larger scholarly conversation. The questions from and active exchanges with the audience will also help the contributors further sharpen their thinking and analyses, as they continue to develop their future collective research work. 

Urgency of the Topic: 

In recent years, with the various wars, conflicts, and genocidal violence across the world, the ecological impacts of warfare and conflicts have come to the forefront of scholarly and public attention. The roundtable and the accompanying special issue bring knowledge, experiences, and dilemmas from East and Southeast Asia to these important discussions and debates. As a region whose experiences of warfare and conflicts in the course of the twentieth century have continued to shape geopolitical relations across many nation-states, how East and Southeast Asian states and local communities have addressed issues of war contamination and pollution provides important lessons for contemporary global discussions on wars’ ecological consequences. Moreover, the comparative discussions across various cases in this roundtable highlight how these ecological impacts are not limited to national borders; rather, they travel across different national contexts, ecologies, and living communities. These transnational entanglements need to be better understood. 


List of Roundtable Discussants:

Alphabetical Order by Last Name

Dr. Huong Bui (Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University, Japan)
Areas of Specialty: Tourism, memory studies, war and violence, sustainability and resilience, Japan, Vietnam

Dr. Darcie DeAngelo (University of Alberta, Canada)
Areas of Speciality: Human-nonhuman relations, landmine detection, environmental and medical anthropology, Cambodia 

Dr. David Henig (Utrecht University, the Netherlands) 
Areas of Speciality: War ecologies, explosive war remnants, religion, geopolitics, Eastern Europe and West Asia 

Dr. Ken MacLean (Clark University, US)
Areas of Speciality: State-sponsored violence, forced migration, humanitarianism, climate and conflicts, Myanmar, Vietnam, Cambodia, Southeast Asia

Dr. Tam Ngo (NIOD, the Netherlands)
Areas of Speciality: Religion, science, social healing, environmental reparation, reconciliation, Vietnam, East and Southeast Asia

Dr. Dat Nguyen (NIOD, the Netherlands)
Areas of Speciality: Religion, war ecologies, postwar care and regeneration, traumas, politics of memory, Vietnam, Southeast Asia 
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