1. Title: 
Embodied Knowing, Local Worlds: Decolonial Gender Approaches in Southeast Asia

2. Co-conveners: 
Marie Aubrey Villaceran, University of the Philippines Center for Women’s and Gender Studies, Mjvillaceran@up.edu.ph and Eloisa May P. Hernandez, UP College of Arts and Letters, ephernandez@up.edu.ph


3. Chosen format:

The proposal is for a double panel of 3-4 presenters per panel. A two-part session is required since the panel brings together various but related decolonial gender studies that cannot be adequately addressed in just one 90-minute time frame. Many of the methods depend on context-specific, embodied, and imaginative ways of understanding that need ample time for contextualization and discussion. Rushing these into a single session would hinder the panel's capacity to reveal the complexities of gendered and queer experiences in Southeast Asia.

The presenters come from different institutions and disciplinary formations across the region and many of the methods our presenters use grow out of specific places, bodies, and research/creative practices. They need room to breathe so that the audience can understand the contexts and significance of the topics. If we were to fit everything into a single session, we would lose the chance to sit with the textures and tensions that shape gendered and queer experiences in Southeast Asia, and the panel would not be able to surface these complexities with the care they deserve.

4. Brief Description of Panel:

This panel claims the right to know otherwise in recognition of how gender and knowledge are deeply entangled with coloniality, power, and identity. We theorize and practice using a decolonial feminist approach and value creative, affective, and situated methods to reflect on how gender and queerness are constructed, lived, negotiated, filmed, archived, and curated in Southeast Asia. 

This conversation among different positionalities, disciplines, and communities of practice challenges monolithic narratives and centers the majority world and embodied experiences. It aims to open more ways of understanding the gendered and queer lives in the region through methods and analyses rooted in decolonial and feminist ethics.

5. Proposed session: Double session (2 sessions, 3-4 presenters per session) 

Tentative titles of presentations:

City Encounters: An Arts-Based Study of Gendered Everyday Life in Philippine Urban Spaces by Marie Aubrey Villaceran, University of the Philippines Center for Women’s and Gender Studies and Department of English and Comparative Literature, University of the Philippines.

Consent and Complexity: Gender, Power, and Negotiations Across Places, Non-Places, and Hybrid Spaces in a Supermodern World by Teresa Paula De Luna, UP Diliman Office of Anti-Sexual Harassment and Department of Speech Communication and Theater Arts, University of the Philippines.

Memories of Movements: Curating Queer Art Exhibitions by Eloisa May Hernandez, Department of Art Studies, University of the Philippines.

Feminist Film-making Practices by Sheryl Rose Andes, Faculty, School of Multimedia & Digital Arts Mapua University - Makati Campus, Philippines.

Academic Mothers by Sayamol Charoenratana, Ph.D., CUSRI, Chulalongkorn University and Director, HuSE: Center of Excellence for Human Security and Equity, Chulalongkorn University.

<Title to follow>, Silvia Vignato Università di Milano-Bicocca (UNIMIB)


6. Discussant: Dr. Cynthia Grace Gregorio, Fellow, UP Center for Women’s and Gender Studies, UP College of Science, University of the Philippines.
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