
Panel Proposal for EuroSeas 2026

Economic challenges and transformations driven by development policies: Critical perspectives from the grassroots in Southeast Asia

Conveners: 

Professor Kelly Silva – Universidade de Brasília, Brazil. Email: kellysa67@gmail.com 
Dr Therese Tam – Universidade Nacional Timor Lorosa’e – Timor-Leste. Email: atam320@gmail.com 
Dr Guteriano Neves – Independent Researcher. Email: guteriano@gmail.com 

This panel invites contributions that analyse the economic impacts of development policies—whether State-led or otherwise—on social dynamics at the grassroots level in Southeast Asia. While most development practices are justified as means to increase gender equality, economic opportunities, and improve quality of life, it is not uncommon for them to produce opposite effects. If this is the case, the panel encourages participants to discuss how such consequences arise: what are the processes, conflicts, and agents whose interactions cause development policies to generate negative impacts?
Conversely, it is also true that development practices can sometimes destabilise cruel and exclusionary social orders and garner significant public engagement. In such instances, it is important to understand the factors that foster people's commitment to projects for social change and why they perceive their effects as positive. What are the aspirations, fantasies, technologies, and collaborations that enable such projects to succeed?
Analyses that combine political economy with ethnographic perspectives will be given priority.
Panel Format
The panel will be structured depending on the number of eligible papers submitted. Initially, we propose at least one session of four papers. However, if the number of eligible papers submitted comes to be higher, we propose holding two sessions of 90 minutes each. 
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