"Eating the Earth and Consuming Futures: Food Systems, Climate Governance, and Environmental Justice at Southeast Asia's Frontiers" 
Convenors: 
Vidhyandika D. Perkasa (Centre for Strategic and International Studies-CSIS Indonesia)
email: vidhyandika.perkasa@csis.or.id 

Medelina K. Hendytio (Centre For Strategic and International Studies-CSIS Indonesia)
email: medelina.hendytio@csis.or.id
Panel Format
It will be a single-session panel (90 minutes) with 4 speakers and one moderator. Each panelist will be given 15 minutes to make their presentation, followed by a question-and-answer session. The remaining 30 minutes will be dedicated to audience discussion and interactive dialogue among the panelists.

Abstract of the Panel
Southeast Asia's frontier zones, where industrial agriculture meets indigenous territories, carbon offset projects reshape landscapes, and global supply chains intersect with local livelihoods, reveal the profound contradictions of contemporary climate governance. This panel examines how food security narratives, climate mitigation technologies, and development interventions converge to produce new forms of environmental violence that unfold across temporal and spatial scales, while interrogating the critical yet contested role of local governments as frontier mediators who translate global climate imperatives into district-level realities through land use policies, conservation programs, and budget allocations.
Moving beyond conventional food security frameworks, we interrogate how climate "solutions" from large-scale oil palm plantations, marketed as biofuel alternatives to carbon sequestration projects in peatlands, fundamentally reorganize socio-ecological relations. These interventions, while promising planetary salvation, often accelerate dispossession, biodiversity loss, and the erosion of indigenous food systems that have sustained communities for generations.
Our panel brings together scholars examining the diverse frontiers of Southeast Asia, where the metabolic rift between human societies and nature manifests through competing claims over land, resources, and futures. We examine how green grabbing is facilitated through narratives of sustainability, how land grabbing is facilitated by narratives of food security and food self-sufficiency, how agrarian transitions are reconfigured through climate finance mechanisms, and how communities navigate the balance between adaptation and resistance. 
We also examine how local governments serve as both implementers and gatekeepers of climate governance, influencing the materialization of global climate agendas through their everyday administrative decisions, which shape land access, resource distribution, and community participation. Particular attention is given to the temporalities of violence from the spectacular clearing of forests to the slow poisoning of waterways by agrochemicals, from immediate displacement to intergenerational loss of ecological knowledge.
By analysing case studies from Indonesia and other countries in Southeast Asia, we demonstrate how the region's frontiers serve as laboratories for global climate interventions while bearing their harshest consequences. The panel contributes to critical debates on environmental justice by revealing how climate action, when divorced from questions of power and equity, can perpetuate the very crises it purports to solve. We ultimately argue for alternative pathways that center indigenous knowledge, food sovereignty, and genuine ecological regeneration over market-based solutions that commodify both nature and survival.
Key Questions for Discussion
1. What are the challenges to promoting effective climate governance policies?
2. How do local governments navigate their dual position as both implementers of global climate mandates and respondents to local community needs, and what mechanisms of accountability exist when district-level translations of climate policy through land use planning, conservation zoning, and budget allocations contradict indigenous land rights or exacerbate existing inequalities?
3. How do climate mitigation projects (for example, carbon markets, biofuel plantations) transform local food systems and agricultural practices in Asia's frontier regions?
4. What forms of "slow violence" emerge from the intersection of climate interventions and industrial agriculture, and how do these manifest differently across various Southeast Asia contexts?
5. How do indigenous and smallholder communities experience and resist the convergence of food security initiatives and climate finance mechanisms?
6. In what ways do state and corporate actors mobilize narratives of "food security" and "climate crisis" to legitimize land acquisitions and resource extraction, for example, in West Papua?
7. How do temporal scales of environmental change from sudden dispossession to gradual ecological degradation affect community resilience and adaptation strategies?
8. How can we reconceptualize food sovereignty in the context of climate change without reinforcing colonial conservation models or "fortress conservation"?
9. What alternative frameworks emerge from  Southeast Asia's grassroots movements that challenge dominant climate-food security nexus approaches?
10. How do gender, ethnicity, and class intersect to create differentiated impacts of climate and food policies in frontier zones?
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