EDUCATION FROM THE MARGINS: 
VOICES WITHIN AND OUTSIDE MYANMAR

Format: Panel, Single session
Convener: Dr Licia Proserpio, University of Bologna
Possible Discussant: Prof. Ikuko Okamoto, Toyo University
Confirmed Panelists:  Zo Bilay, Scholar at Risk, University of Bologna, Prof. Marie Lall, UCL 

The education system in Myanmar has been profoundly disrupted since the 2021 military coup, resulting in the marginalization and displacement of students, teachers, and entire communities. This crisis has sparked the emergence of new and diverse forms of education, both inside Myanmar and in neighboring countries, led by those resisting junta control, including both students and educators. These alternative educational initiatives reflect a broader theoretical framework known as "education from the margins," a well-established field within education studies. This concept refers not only to the lived realities of marginalized groups but also to pedagogical approaches that center their experiences, challenge dominant narratives, and confront systems of oppression. It involves analyzing how social, political, and economic forces exclude specific communities (such as ethnic minorities, refugees, and those affected by conflict) from mainstream education. At the same time, it highlights how these communities develop alternative, community-based, and resilient forms of learning and knowledge production. Applying the lens of “education from the margins” helps illuminate the multifaceted educational landscape in Myanmar, as well as the experiences of displaced students in neighboring countries like Thailand, India, and Bangladesh. The aim of this panel is to connect the diverse experiences of Myanmar’s students across educational levels with global theories and research on education from the margins. By doing so, it bridges the gap between the lived realities of marginalization and the academic efforts to theorize and support transformative education. The stories of displaced Myanmar students raise broader, pressing questions faced by educators and scholars worldwide: How can education serve as a tool to challenge power, include the excluded, and imagine more just and hopeful futures from society’s edges?
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