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This panel is proposed as a double session in order to accommodate six empirically rich and methodologically diverse case studies that, taken together, offer a genuinely comparative perspective on battlefield tourism and war memorialization across Southeast Asia. This format allow sufficient space for exchanges among contributors who come from different institutions, regions and disciplinary backgrounds. The additional time enables the presenters and the discussant to engage more fully with the panel’s shared conceptual questions—such as the sacralization of battlefield spaces, the therapeutic and perilous dimensions of return journeys, and the entanglement of commemoration, tourism, and heritage-making. A double session thus ensures that common themes, contrasts, and theoretical contributions can be articulated through collective discussion rather than compressed or fragmented. It also supports the conference’s commitment to openness: the format allows the integration of contributions from outside the convenor’s institution and creates the time needed for substantive interaction among participants and the audience.
Panel description
"All wars are fought twice, the first time on the battlefield, the second time in memory,"
Viet Thanh Nguyen

This panel addresses the dynamics of battlefield tourism and war memorials across Southeast Asia. With a comparative focus on how war memory and commemorative representation have developed and evolved across different Southeast Asian contexts – we invite critical examination of how sites of war, whether physical battlefields or curated museum exhibitions, become spaces for reflection, education, healing and sometimes controversy. Employing a comparative and multi-disciplinary approach, we aim not only to provide insights about state-driven efforts to build national narratives through these spaces but also to examine the experiences of visitors themselves, asking how people from different backgrounds engage with sites of violence and death. Taking cue from Viet Thanh Nguyen’s theoretical notion that wars are always “fought twice”, in this volume we explore both the therapeutic and perilous sides of the ‘second battle’. Questions about the ethical implications of battlefield tourism have been raised before but not yet adequately addressed. Here we interrogate battlefield tourism’s potential to either perpetuate historical narratives or encourage reconciliation and healing. To what extent revisiting the former battlefield for some veterans and their family members is a journey down the lanes of painful and grievous memory in which they have to fight the war once more? Are such confrontation therapeutic or potentially perilous? How does memory work when it is re-enacted and put in motion through the act of travelling, going back, and re-submerge in the space of former violence? What do soil, vegetation, air, smell and atmosphere of former battlefield do to return veterans? Where to return if it is virtually impossible to locate the place of battlefield such as in case of the Pacific War? How different is the oceanic mode of remembrance compared to that of terrestrial ones?
As it is well-known by now, many war-related sites across the globe have been  transformed into "sacred" spaces, providing a platform for healing through commemorations, pilgrimages, and rituals that blend secular and religious practices. In this volume, an important contribution we aim to make is to address the extent to which the sacralization of battlefields can be seen as a continuation of earlier or contemporary sacralization of spaces by religious movements and institutions. To what extent replaces battlefield tourism religious pilgrimage and to what extent does it complement it? These questions are related to overall theoretical concerns about the sacrality of the nation and its battle as well as the nature of secularization.  At a more practical level they concern the economic side of tourism, its organization and management. To illuminate these issues, we pay attention in particularly the discourses and practices that are part of spiritual activities carried out during the cases of battlefield tours that we studied (such as visiting war cemeteries, releasing lanterns, organizing requiems for the fallen and missing war dead, and in some case prayers, soul calling and spirit possession). We want to know how the economic and educational as well as the spiritual aspects of battlefield tourism are entangled and complicate the process of heritagization of past violence for all parties involved.

Presenters
 Ha Lan Tran (UvA, Amsterdam) and Tam T.T. Ngo (NIOD Institute of War, Holocaust and Genocide Studies, Amsterdam): The rivers of memory: Commemoratives rituals for war dead on Thach Han river in Quang Tri, Vietnam.
ANI Aileen Concepcion and Huong Bui (Graduate School of Asia Pacific Studies
Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific Univerity (APU), JAPAN): From Social Memory of “The Last Samurai” to Onoda Trail and Caves of Adventure Tourism
Akira Nishimura (The University of Tokyo): Oceanic mode of remembrance: Japanese Boat of Peace along Southeast Asian Coast
Mia Martin Hobbs (Deakin University, Australia): Return to Vietnam: The politics of place in American and Australian veterans’ ‘healing journeys’.
Jacqueline Zhenru Lin  (Centre for China Studies at the Chinese University of Hong Kong) : Recollecting the Forgotten Chinese Histories in Foreign Lands: Transnational Memorial Network of the Second World War in Southeast Asia 
Sarah Wagner (George Washington University, Washington DC): Echoes of the Wall: Remembering Vietnam from the Shore of Lake Superior, Northern Minesota.
Discussant: Francisco Ferrandiz (Center for Human and Social Sciences, Spanish National Research Council)
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