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This presentation takes the form of a single-session panel consisting of presenters focusing on the contexts of four different regions in Southeast Asia: Indonesia, the Philippines, Singapore, and Thailand. The panelists represent four different institutions: (1) the Department Gender Studies and (2) the Asia Institute at University of Melbourne, (3) Monash University, and (4) Thammasat University, as well as three different Southeast Asian national backgrounds: Indonesia, the Philippines, and Singapore. The panel seeks to present the intersectional cases of negotiated identities amongst marginalised communities in Indonesia, Singapore, the Philippines, and Thailand. It comprises cultural, gender/sexual and religious identities, and how digital media accommodate community resistance. Bringing together postgraduate students/early career researchers with different backgrounds and from different countries, the panel also showcases diverse methodologies and perspectives on the lived realities and experiences of sexuality and gender in a digital milieu. Through this interdisciplinary dialogue, which encompasses religious, economic, and political aspects, we compare various approaches to understanding how gender influences and is influenced by digital media to identify trajectories within the field of gender studies related to digital media.

The first case foregrounds how marginalized women—victims of violence, single mothers, economically disadvantaged women, women with disabilities—empower each other based on collective solidarity and the role of digital media in facilitating their resistance in the context of Bali, Indonesia. Next, immersing in social media debates within the Singaporean Muslim community, the second study uncovers perspectives regarding gender justice and equality when navigating spousal roles in dual-income households. The other two research works in this panel focus on queer identities and the role of new media in shaping them. Using the case of a queer church in the Philippines, the third case in this panel follows an LGBT church in the Philippines to elucidate how the queer community leverage features of social media platforms in a communicative environment to create spaces for practicing queer religiosity where there is none. Meanwhile, the fourth study investigates the variegated impacts of social media on the development of boys' love (BL) media in Thailand and the Philippines. This panel thus showcases the role of digital media in shaping gender identities against varied socio-cultural landscape in these Southeast Asian communities. It aims to contribute to the growing body of scholarship in the intersectional discourse of social media and gender visibility in Southeast Asia. 
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