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Panel Format: Double-Session “Roundtable Discussion” Panel 
This panel integrates two panel proposals into a joint double-session panel, offering an interdisciplinary dialogue and engagement between comparative political science and critical social science approaches to democratic regression and reconstruction in contemporary Southeast Asia. 
Panel Description
This double-session joint panel explores the contemporary crises of democracy in Southeast Asia by integrating comparative political analyses with critical reflections on societal participation and engagement in (re) claiming and building democracy. Against the backdrop of global democratic regression and crises, the panel brings together scholars working on Indonesia, Malaysia, Thailand, and the Philippines to explore how democratic erosion unfolds through institutional weakening, elite capture, political violence, and recurring leadership crises. While these developments are widely acknowledged, their trajectories and implications for democratic futures in the region remain uncertain and unevenly theorized.
The first session focuses on diagnosing democratic regression through comparative and country-specific perspectives. It situates Southeast Asian experiences within broader debates on autocratization and regime change, highlighting how historical legacies, political institutions, and elite strategies shape divergent democratic pathways. By foregrounding both common patterns and country specific factors and trajectories, the session seeks to refine regional and comparative understandings of democratic regression and autocratic revival.
The second session shifts the analytical lens from diagnosis to imagination and reconstruction, asking who has the authority to define political and social futures amid democratic erosion. Drawing on participatory research, narrative inquiry, decolonial thought, and grassroots foresight practices, it interrogates how technocratic and elite-driven visions of the future marginalize popular participation. Through a transregional dialogue between Southeast Asia and Europe, the session explores how communities, scholars, and practitioners can reclaim future-making through a democratic and inclusive process, engagement and dialogue.
Taken together, the double-session panels intend to facilitate interdisciplinary dialogue and engagement to search fresh and critical approaches to investigate young democracy’s trajectories and futures. By combining comparative political analyses with participatory social approach, we will demonstrate that democratic regression should be better understood not only as an institutional or electoral phenomenon, but also an epistemic and imaginative one. 
Panelists
Session A (invited/confirmed)
· Kikue Hamayotsu, Ph.D., Northern Illinois University, DeKalb, USA (khamayotsu@niu.edu)
· Sana Jaffrey, Ph.D., Australian National University, Canberra, Australia (Sana.Jaffrey@anu.edu.au) 
· Kai Ostwald, Ph.D., University of British Columbia, Vancouver (kai.ostwald@ubc.ca) - Discussant
· Nico Ravanilla, Ph.D., University of California, San Diego, USA (nravanilla@ucsd.edu)
· Punchada Sirivunnabood, Ph.D., Mahidol University, Bangkok, Thailand (artty30@gmail.com)

Session B (TBD)
· Sayamol Charoenratana, Ph.D. Center of Excellence for Human Security and Equity (HuSE)m Chulalongkorn University, Thailand (sayamol.c@chula.ac.th or saya21@yahoo.com) - Discussant


