Revised panel proposal EuroSEAS 2026
Comparative identities and repertoires of contention among youth movements mobilizing amidst rising authoritarianism in South(East) Asia
Convenors: Maaike Matelski, Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam (m.matelski@vu.nl), Cecile Medail, Palacký University Olomouc (Cecile.medail@upol.cz) & Tomáš Petrů, Oriental Institute of the Czech Academy of Sciences (petru@orient.cas.cz)
Discussant: Yatun Sastramidjaja, University of Amsterdam (y.sastramidjaja@uva.nl) 
Panel session 1: 
· Open to three presenters.
Panel session 2: 
· Towards a Neo-New Order? Re-assessing embedded authoritarian legacies in Indonesia´s democratic decline - Tomáš Petrů, Oriental Institute of the Czech Academy of Sciences, petru@orient.cas.cz
· Youth Protests vis-à-vis Military Repression: Dialectics in Civil-Military Relations in Indonesia and Madagascar - Defny Holidin, Universitas Indonesia and Universität Osnabrück, defny@ui.ac.id
· Counterproductive implications of the postmodern approach to government reform in non-Western societies: examining democracy decline in Indonesia and the Philippines in comparison  - Mark Philip Stadler, Department of Southeast Asian Studies, Institute of Oriental and Asian Studies (IOA), University of Bonn, markphilipstadler@gmail.com
This panel seeks to compare, theorize and analyse contemporary youth resistance movements in South and Southeast Asia. Since the Hong Kong uprising in the early 2010s, youth resistance movements against authoritarian governments have sprung up in many parts of South, East and Southeast Asia including Bangladesh, Indonesia, Nepal, Myanmar, Thailand and the Philippines. These regional shifts reflect a broader global trend of illiberal-conservative populism that has been on the rise in many parts of the globe from the United States to Africa, Central and Eastern Europe and beyond. Across Southeast Asia, this trend has intensified identity politics, marginalized minority groups, reinforced ties between ruling elites and oligarchic networks, fueled executive aggrandizement, and contributed to hyper-nationalism and growing economic inequality. Young people, particularly those belonging to Generation Z, are reacting to widening socio-economic disparities, persistent corruption, nepotism, and what many perceive as a growing disconnect between governments and the lived realities of their citizens. 
These movements have often been characterized as being innovative in their tactics and inclusive in their demands in comparison to previous movements that were predominantly male, urban and student-led. The new generation of activists in the region has become known for taking an explicitly intersectional perspective and drawing on transnational connections and symbols, including extensive use of social media as exemplified by the #MilkTeaAlliance. A closer look at individual youth resistance movements, however, reveals that they oppose a broad range of governmental structures, face different levels of repression, and are constituted and organized in a variety of ways. Moreover, case studies reveal a significant level of within-movement variety, as well as a more nuanced picture of young resisters than the caricature of so-called ‘keyboard warriors’ with a limited, largely online repertoire of contention. 
Based on, and moving beyond social movement theory and the studies of youth and civil society, this panel seeks to compare, theorize and analyse contemporary youth resistance movements against authoritarian governments in the broad region of South, East and Southeast Asia. We are open to paper submissions on individual case studies of youth movements (or the lack thereof) against authoritarian governments that critically examine the identities, goals and repertoires of these movements, as well as comparative and more theoretically oriented contributions. 
We explicitly invite scholars originating from the region of any academic level to contribute to this panel. Given the current composition, we welcome contributions from female presenters and on cases beyond the ones covered in existing contributions in particular (e.g. Nepal, Bangladesh, Myanmar, Thailand, Cambodia and Hong Kong).
Format: double (180 minute) panel with 6-7 presenters and 1 discussant.


