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Description and the chosen format
This panel brings together three researchers from diverse scientific backgrounds and focus areas, each exploring how colonial science – originally developed to serve imperial interests – was later repurposed by national scientists in the post-independence period for different ends. Drawing on this diversity, the panel aims to foster a discussion on the transformation and persistence of colonial scientific practices. We have chosen this format because each of us is still in the exploratory phase of this theme, particularly within the Southeast Asian regional context. The presence of a discussant will help provide a general overview and a synthetic perspective that connects our individual papers. Through dialogue with fellow participants and input from the audience, we hope this panel will serve as a springboard for a collaborative research project that further investigates the relationship between empire, colonialism, and the afterlife of colonial science in former colonies. 
Description of the panel
This panel investigates the afterlife of colonial science across diverse forms and national contexts: from the deployment of Agent Orange not only as a military strategy but also as a mechanism in the ongoing construction of U.S. imperial power; the involvement of Dutch scientists in international aid programs addressing Indonesia’s food crisis in the 1950s; to the use of physical anthropology and physiological research to define what constituted a “normal” Indonesian body from a medical standpoint; and finally, to medical research on Indigenous communities in Malaysia that continues to carry colonial assumptions. Each case exemplifies both the transformation and persistence of colonial scientific practices. By “colonial science,” we refer to state-sponsored research and knowledge systems—particularly in medicine, agriculture, and anthropology – developed to serve imperial governance and control. While these practices were originally designed to advance colonial interests, they were later repurposed in post-independence contexts to fulfill new political and ideological agendas. For example, physical and medical anthropology – once used to justify racial hierarchies in the late 19th century – was later mobilized to construct narratives of national identity. Similarly, medical research on Indigenous Malaysian communities continues to reflect developmentalist and civilizational hierarchies. In nutritional research, the dominance of scientific actors and their assumptions – often neglecting the socioeconomic dimensions of malnutrition – continues to shape the field. Agent Orange, initially used by the United States to destroy forest cover sheltering Vietnamese communist guerrillas, later became a subject of U.S. aid efforts aimed at mitigating its consequences. Although the actors in these cases differ – U.S. scientists, Dutch nutritionists, Indonesian and Malaysian medical professionals – they share a common thread: the continued use of scientific authority to marginalize others and perpetuate the legacy of colonial domination. By presenting these three cases, the panel aims to spark critical dialogue on how colonial science continues to shape knowledge production and power relations in postcolonial societies.
Single session. Panel participants: 
1) Dr. Gani Jaelani, UMC Utrecht, The Netherlands, g.a.jaelani@umcutrecht.nl, “Defining the ‘Normal’ Indonesian: Physical Anthropology and Physiological Research in Post-Independence Indonesia”.
2) Dr. Grace Leksana, Utrecht University, The Netherlands, g.leksana@uu.nl, “International aid and Dutch FAO consultants: The State Committee on Food Improvement and (post)colonial strategies against Indonesia’s pre-independence food crisis”,  
3) Dr. Dat Nguyen, NIOD, the Netherlands, d.nguyen@niod.knaw.nl, “Security and Reparation: Agent Orange, Science, and the (Dis)continuity of (Neo)colonial Logics”.
4) Dr. Sandra Khor Manickam, Erasmus University, Rotterdam/Leiden University, The Netherlands, manickam@eshcc.eur.nl, “Medical research on indigenous peoples of Malaysia: Colonial legacies and the ‘white man’s burden’ transformed in the 21st century”  
Discussant
Dr. Sandra Khor Manickam

