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Panel Proposal for EUROSEAS 2026 Madrid

(1) title: Changing International Orders and Policy Reforms in Developing Economies: 
The Case Study of the Philippines and Southeast Asian Countries

(2) convener: Shingo MIKAMO (Professor, Institute of Social Sciences, Shinshu University, Nagano, Japan. mikamo@shinshu-u.ac.jp and shinmikamo@gmail.com)

(3) brief description and explanation of the chosen format, max. ½ page: 
panel (roundtables) 

This research project is a collaborative initiative between researchers in the Philippines and Japan. We have applied for Japanese research funds (Kakenhi: Grants-in-Aid for Scientific Research﻿). Reform processes in each country are deeply rooted in their distinct historical and institutional contexts and differ significantly across policy sectors. To capture this complexity, the project brings together experts in key areas.
 Dr. Shingo Mikamo (Shinshu University) examines environmental governance; Dr. Susumu Ito (University of Niigata Prefecture) focuses on infrastructure development; and Dr. Jenny Balboa (Tokyo University of Foreign Studies and Hosei University) on economic diplomacy. Dr. Gilberto Llanto (Former President, Philippine Institute for Development Studies) and Dr. Marlon Yap (University of the Philippines-NCPAG) analyze environmental and mining policy; Dr. Antoinette Raquiza (UP Center for Integrative and Development Studies) discusses economic and social development performance; and Dr. Dennis Trinidad (De La Salle University-Manila) examines ODA governance.
 Given the number of participants and the range of interrelated themes, we propose roundtables for discussion across these domains.

(4) brief description of panel, max. ½ page

The "Washington Consensus," once regarded as an influential guideline for policy reforms in developing economies, has largely disappeared, especially in Washington itself. At the same time, there is a growing retreat in confidence toward democratic governance. The future of liberal democracy, which has traditionally been seen as a pathway to human development, is now uncertain.
 How do changes in international economic and political orders influence policy and governance reforms in developing economies? How can we foster effective cooperation to ensure economic well-being across Asia today? These central questions guide our research project, which seeks to explore the dynamic interplay between global changes and domestic policy transformations. These reforms are ongoing efforts, deeply rooted in historical trajectories, and vary significantly across different policy areas. Our project is a collaborative initiative, bringing together specialists from various policy areas to provide a holistic perspective on these changes. The Philippines and other Southeast Asian countries offer a compelling case study of how developing economies reform and adapt in a time of geopolitical uncertainty, shifting power balances, and contested visions of world order.

(5) presenters
Dr. Susumu Ito (University of Niigata Prefecture) 
Dr. Jenny Balboa (Tokyo University of Foreign Studies and Hosei University) 
Dr. Gilberto Llanto (Former President, Philippine Institute for Development Studies) and Dr. Marlon Yap (University of the Philippines-NCPAG) 
Dr. Antoinette Raquiza (UP Center for Integrative and Development Studies)
Dr. Dennis Trinidad (De La Salle University-Manila)
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