Proposal for the EuroSEAS conference 2026
Brokers, Bureaucrats & Bandits
 Mediating epistemologies, power and contradictions in Southeast Asia

Convener: Kristina Großmann, Professor of Social and Cultural Anthropology of Southeast Asia, University Bonn, Germany

Discussant: Suraya Afiff, Associate Professor, Department of Anthropology, University of Indonesia (UI), Depok, Indonesia


Description and explanation of the chosen format

We propose a panel (we plan a single session, however if there are a lot of good submission, a double session could be possible) which ideally consists of the convener, four presenters and one discussant. The presentations should last a maximum of 15 minutes each. After 60 minutes of presentations, a 10 minutes input of the discussant will follow and a 20 minutes’ open discussion will conclude the panel. Two presentations would be proposed (see below) and two would be chosen from the submissions with priority on having a diversity in topics and countries.

Description of panel

The role of intermediaries is often neglected in processes of agenda setting and the implementation of policies and programs. However, they are important actors when it comes to the priorisation of perceptions and epistemologies, the enforcement of regulations and laws, the distribution of power and capital and the ‘translation’ between global and local norms and practices (Bräuchler et al. 2021). Some might be motivated by political and monetary interests; others might be driven by ideology, affect or pragmatism: usually it is a mix of both. Intermediaries often are confronted with ambivalences, contradictions, even absurdities and develop a specific rationality to justify their decisions (Bierschenk 2019). 

In this panel we want to discuss personal and institutional brokerage in current socio-political and environmental struggles in Southeast Asia. Thereby, we aim to focus on the often dialectical process of negotiations and implementations of ideas, regulations and programs between the local, national and international level. Which new actors or institutions evolve, why do they enter the stage, how do they gain influence in these processes and how do they navigate between communities, the state and international rules? How and through whom do certain ideas and perceptions ‘travel’ between the international and the local level and vice versa e.g. in the field of global sustainability standards or human and indigenous rights? How do brokers in government institutions, think tanks, companies or civil society organisations perceive, negotiate and translate contradictions, justify their decisions and balance implementations? Who wins and who loses in this processes?
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Proposed presentations:

Alessandro Gullo (PhD student, University Bonn): Between global standards and local realities: Practicing ESG in Indonesian resource extraction

Muntaza (PhD student, University Bonn): (Non)knowledge in the implementation of indigenous land schemes in Indonesia
