Panel Proposal to EuroSEAS 2026-Madrid
1. Title
Borderland Hegemony? China’s Influence and Inter-State Relations in Mainland Southeast Asia (CLMVT)
2. Convener
Pei-Hsiu Chen
Lifetime Distinguished Professor, Department of Southeast Asian Studies,
National Chi Nan University, Taiwan
Email: phchen@ncnu.edu.tw
3. Brief Description and Explanation of the Chosen Format (max. ½ page)
This proposed panel follows a single-session format (1×90 minutes) with four papers, including one introductory theoretical paper and three country-specific case studies (Myanmar, Thailand, and Vietnam). The format is designed to foster comparative and interdisciplinary discussion on China’s influence in Mainland Southeast Asia, integrating perspectives from international relations, border studies, and political anthropology.
The session will begin with a conceptual framing of “borderland hegemony,” followed by three empirical studies that demonstrate how China’s power operates through diverse modalities—economic, infrastructural, and cultural—across national contexts. To encourage open dialogue and cross-institutional participation, the panel will remain open to additional discussants or participants beyond the host institution.
4. Brief Description of Panel (max. ½ page)
This panel explores China’s growing influence in Mainland Southeast Asia (CLMVT) through the lens of “borderland hegemony”—a concept that highlights the fluidity of sovereignty, the governance of liminal zones, and the hybrid practices of regional power. Rather than viewing China’s engagement as a top-down state project, the panel examines how its influence is negotiated, localized, and resisted through cross-border infrastructures, informal economies, and cultural interactions.
By focusing on Myanmar, Thailand, and Vietnam, the panel illustrates different forms of China’s presence—from strategic alliance and economic penetration to cautious resistance and adaptation. Collectively, the four papers aim to deepen theoretical understanding of China’s regional order-building and contribute to comparative debates on asymmetric inter-state relations and transboundary governance in Southeast Asia.

Panelists:
Hugh Pei-Hsiu Chen is a Lifetime Distinguished Professor in the Department of Southeast Asian Studies, National Chi Nan University (NCNU) Taiwan. He was the president of Taiwan Association of Southeast Asian Studies (TASEAS) during 2013-2017.
Borderland Hegemony Revisited: China’s Relational Power and the Reconfiguration of Sovereignty in Mainland Southeast Asia
Alan Hao Yang is a Professor in the Graduate Institute of East Asian Studies, National Chengchi University, Taiwan. He is now the CEO of Taiwan-Asia Exchange Foundation (TAEF), Taiwan’s most important national-level think tank on Asia-Pacific policy.
Negotiating Dependence? Unpacking China-Myanmar Relations in Navigating the Borderland conflicts.
Shangmao Chen is a Professor in the Department of Public Affairs, Fo Guang University. He is now the president of Asian Network for Free Elections (ANFREL) Taiwan Branch. He was also the president of TASEAS during 2021-2023.
Electoral Politics as Borderland Governance: Thailand’s Strategic Mediation of China’s Influence
James W,Y. Wang is an Associate Professor in the Department of Southeast Asian Studies, NCNU. He is also a research fellow in  Center for Southeast Asian Studies, NCNU.
Hegemony at the Margins: Vietnam’s Institutional Hedging in the CLV Development Triangle against China’s Transnational Expansion+

6. Discussant (optional)
To be confirmed.
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