


Panel Title:  Bodies of Desire: Affect and Power in Asia
Convener: Joseph Ching Velasco, De La Salle University, Manila, Philippines:
Email Address: joseph.velasco@dlsu.edu.ph
Panel Description: This panel examines the intersection of affect, embodiment, and technology in shaping contemporary Asian subjectivities. It examines how desire functions as a site of negotiation between empowerment and regulation, modernity and morality, aspiration and constraint. The paper traverses diverse terrains, from femtech and cosmetic industries to postcolonial literary bodies, to trace how affective economies and technological infrastructures reproduce and reconfigure hierarchies of gender and power. By foregrounding the emotional and corporeal dimensions of Asian modernity, the panel interrogates how bodies become archives of affect and agents of resistance, illuminating the entanglements between intimacy, neoliberalism, and postcolonial futures.
Panel Format: 1 x 90 minutes, 4 presenters

Presenter 1
Beyond Basic Emotions: The Postcolonial Body and Its Untranslatable Affects
Jeremy de Chavez
Department of English
University of Macau, Macau SAR
jeremydechavez@um.edu.mo
 
This paper initiates a decolonial interrogation of affect theory’s inherent Eurocentrism by turning to the discursive site of the body in Postcolonial Anglophone literature. Within these texts, the body registers what this essay identifies as untranslatable affects, which are visceral, physiological responses that challenge the universalist claims of Silvan Tomkins’s affect program and its derivative, Paul Ekman’s basic emotions theory. Against such universalizing models, this paper proposes a method of reading the visceral that draws on Emily Apter’s concept of the “untranslatable.” It argues that the postcolonial literary body often manifests culturally specific affects that the dominant vocabulary of basic emotions cannot capture, as those affects remain sedimented within the text as untranslatable singularities. While Apter directed her critique toward the "translatability assumption" in World Literature, this paper redirects it to the core of affect theory, asserting that the embodied affects in postcolonial contexts often resist cross-cultural translation. This essay proposed the concept of “archipelagic feelings” to describe a nuanced affective cartography in which emotion is mapped onto the specific, historical, and political bodies that populate postcolonial worlds. Much like archipelagic thinking itself, this model of feeling opposes totalizing epistemologies by insisting on the located, embodied, and particular nature of affective experience. The paper culminates with an examination of key scenes from selected Contemporary Southeast Asian Anglophone fiction to elaborate on the theoretical claims it raises.

Presenter 2
Femtech in the Philippines: covert desire and promises of
progress in women’s sexual health services

Christianne Collantes
Associate Professor and Chair
Department of Political Science and Development Studies
De La Salle University, Manila, Philippines
christianne.collantes@dlsu.edu.ph 
The emerging femtech sector in the Philippines ostensibly offers Filipino women enhanced access to reproductive and sexual health information, positioning itself as a vehicle for bodily autonomy. Through digital platforms and clinical services offering fertility tracking and information on sexually-transmitted diseases, contraception, and postpartum wellness, the industry articulates a rhetoric of empowerment and self-determination (Krishnamurti et al., 2022). Yet despite this progressive framing, a critical examination reveals that femtech here simultaneously reproduces conservative norms. Cultural and policy contexts of the Philippines embed sexual morality and religious values in women’s health discourse. Structural barriers and moral-religious frameworks continue to restrict Filipino women’s full reproductive decision-making (Goncena 2020), and women’s sexuality remains located outside the discursive contours of heteronormative reproduction. This tension suggests that while femtech may extend access and visibility, it is also reinscribing a limited model of Filipino women’s sexual autonomy—one predicated on reproduction, discretion, and moral acceptability. Also drawing on Foucault’s “politics of desire”, femtech in the Philippines can be read as a contemporary site where power operates not by repressing sexuality outright, but by repackaging women’s desires into conversative scripts (Foucault 1978).  This paper thus explores how femtech in the country occupies a contradictory space: signaling empowerment, yet subscribing to a politics of Filipino women’s covert pleasure and sexual desire.  





Presenter 3
Cosmetic Capitalism and the Geopolitics of Desire: Asia’s Infrastructures of Beauty
Joseph Ching Velasco
Associate Professor
Department of Political Science and Development Studies
De La Salle University, Manila, Philippines
joseph.velasco@dlsu.edu.ph

This project examines the rise of Asia as a global center of cosmetic innovation and medical tourism, focusing on Seoul, Bangkok, Manila, and Taipei as “cosmetic capitals” in a transnational archipelago of aesthetic transformation. I frame these hubs as infrastructures or urban assemblages where clinics, technologies, and state policies converge to organize flows of capital, technologies, and consumers. These infrastructures demonstrate that Asia is no longer a passive consumer of beauty standards but an active producer of body technologies, which include surgical techniques, aesthetic norms, and digital imaginaries that increasingly shape global practices of aesthetic enhancement. Cosmetic capitalism describes a contemporary formation in which beauty operates as an economic, affective, and geopolitical resource. These are sustained by affective economies of aspiration. Following Lauren Berlant’s notion of cruel optimism, this project interrogates how hope, aspiration, and shame are mobilized in the pursuit of beauty as a promise of happiness and employability. Cosmetic infrastructures offer the fantasy of transformation, yet simultaneously perpetuate cycles of dissatisfaction and endless bodily optimization. By situating cosmetic surgery at the intersection of global political economy and affective life, the project argues that cosmetic hubs are critical laboratories of Asia’s technological futures and not mere marginal curiosities. 
For the fourth spot we invite submissions in the Call for Papers round.
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