(1) Title:	Authoritarian Gatekeepers and the Institutional Decay of 
         	Democracy   in Asia

(2) Convenor:	Malinee Khumsupa.  Faculty of Political Science and Public 
                  Administration, Chiang MainUniversity, Thailand, 
                 Email: malinee.k@cmu.ac.th
(3) Brief description Panel Format
The proposed format—comprising four presenters, one discussant, and one convenor within a 90-minute session—is well suited to the intellectual structure and comparative depth of the panel “Authoritarian Gatekeepers and the Institutional Decay of Democracy in Asia.” The four papers collectively engage with distinct yet interconnected dimensions of authoritarian resilience in Asia, spanning emotional, institutional, and legal mechanisms across Thailand, South Korea, and Japan. This format allows each presenter to deliver a focused national or thematic case study while advancing the panel’s shared theoretical framework on affect, conservative adaptation, and humanitarian ethics.
The discussant will play a critical role in synthesizing insights, offering constructive commentary, and drawing conceptual linkages across cases and methodologies, situating the discussion within broader debates on democratic backsliding and comparative authoritarianism. The convenor will oversee the organization, ensure intellectual coherence, and facilitate audience interaction to promote meaningful dialogue. The 90-minute structure provides an effective balance between presentation, critique, and open discussion, ensuring that the session is both cohesive and comparative while fostering substantive engagement among participants and attendees.
(4) Brief Description of the Panel 
This panel examines how emotional, institutional, and legal mechanisms sustain democratic erosion across Thailand, South Korea, and Japan, offering a timely intervention into the study of right-wing politics and authoritarian resilience in Asia. It explores three key dimensions: affect theory and comparative authoritarianism, conservative adaptation and political brokerage, and the intersection of politics, law, and humanitarian ethics.Waraporn Ruangsri analyzes how gendered memories and rural experiences of state violence in northern Thailand reinforce political conservatism. Prajak Kongkirati highlights Bhumjaithai’s “pragmatic royalism” as a model of adaptive conservatism through local patronage and institutional capture. Tyrell Haberkorn examines lèse majesté prosecutions as legal gatekeeping, while Yoojin Lim investigates how conservatism in South Korea and Japan shapes selective humanitarianism.Together, the papers reveal how Asia’s authoritarian gatekeepers transform democracy, justice, and humanitarianism across multiple scales of political life.
(5) Single Session (1x90 mins ) comprising four presenters, one discussant, and one convenor within a 90-minute session

(6) One Discussant 	Sorayut Aiem-UeaYut     	
Media Arts and Design, Faculty of Fine Arts, Chiang Mai University, Chiang Mai, Thailand  
Email: sorayut.a@cmu.ac.th 
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