EuroSEAS 2026 – Panel Proposal


(1) Title
Art, Memory, and the Archive in Southeast Asia: Vietnam in Context

(2) Convener
Bui Thi Thanh Mai
Lecturer & Researcher, Faculty of Industrial Fine Arts
Ton Duc Thang University, Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam
Email: buithithanhmai@tdtu.edu.vn

(3) Brief Description and Explanation of the Chosen Format 
This panel proposes a single session (90 minutes) in the standard presentation and discussion format. It will consist of 3–4 presenters and, if possible, one discussant. Each presenter will give a 15–20-minute paper, followed by collective discussion and audience engagement.
The panel is designed to be open and inclusive, welcoming proposals from scholars and artists working on art, memory, and archives across Southeast Asia. While initiated by a researcher based in Vietnam, it seeks to encourage regional and comparative dialogue by inviting contributions from other countries in the region, ensuring a diversity of perspectives and methodologies.

(4) Brief Description of Panel
In recent decades, contemporary artists across Southeast Asia have increasingly turned to archives, historical memory, and personal or collective pasts as sites of both creative practice and critical reflection. In Vietnam, artistic engagements with the past are deeply shaped by histories of colonialism, war, socialism, and rapid social transformation.
Taking Vietnam as its primary focus, this panel brings together case studies on Vietnamese art practices to examine how contemporary artists mobilize archives, historical materials, and memory as dynamic processes rather than fixed records of the past. The panel explores how art in Vietnam negotiates the relationship between personal memory and collective history, particularly in post-conflict and post-socialist contexts.
While grounded in Vietnam-based studies, the panel situates these practices within broader Southeast Asian contexts of history and memory, without requiring direct comparative analysis. By foregrounding Vietnam as an analytical anchor, the panel seeks to contribute to interdisciplinary discussions on art, memory, and the archive, and to reflect on how localized artistic practices can illuminate wider regional concerns.
Possible topics include, but are not limited to:
· Artistic engagements with memory, history, and the archive in Vietnam;
· The use of archives and found materials in contemporary Vietnamese art;
· Art as a site of remembering and forgetting in post-conflict contexts;
· Contextual reflections that place Vietnamese case studies within broader Southeast Asian frameworks.Contextual reflections that place Vietnamese case studies within broader Southeast Asian frameworks.
With Vietnam as its primary focus, the panel situates Vietnamese art practices within broader Southeast Asian contexts of history and memory. 

(5) Session Type
Single session (1 × 90 minutes, 3–4 presenters)

(6) Optional: Discussant
A discussant will be confirmed after the final selection of presenters, depending on the composition of the panel.
