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Title: 		Animal, Vegetal, Mineral, Spirit: Heritage Beyond the Anthropocene

Conveners: 	Dr. Panggah Ardiyansyah, University of Sheffield 
		(p.ardiyansyah@sheffield.ac.uk)
		Dr. Verena Meyer, Leiden University (v.h.meyer@hum.leidenuniv.nl)


Description and Explanation of the Chosen Format

This roundtable discussion brings together a group of seven scholars whose work engages with the idea of heritage in Southeast Asia from a wide range of disciplinary and methodological perspectives. Collectively, our research explores the lasting effects of colonialism, the politics of the nation-state and international relations, heritage management and the narratives that shape preservation practices, paradigms of restitution, and the entanglements between heritage and diverse religious traditions. By convening these different vantage points, this roundtable seeks to open a conversation that situates Southeast Asian heritage within broader debates that challenge anthropocentric understandings of history, culture, religion, and the environment. 

The chosen format of the roundtable discussion encourages a collaborative exploration of heritage as an evolving and contested field rather than an established discourse. After a brief introduction by the chairs, contributors will give short presentations designed to raise questions rather than giving answers. Presentations will be kept concise to allow ample time for rich discussion among participants and with the audience. In this dynamic exchange, we hope to collectively come up with new theoretical approaches and methodological possibilities for inquiries into heritage beyond the Anthropocene. For this aim, we ask: What might a reorientation of heritage look like when approached through the dynamic entanglements of human, nonhuman, material, and spiritual agencies that shape lived environments? To what extent is the conceptual grammar of heritage connected with the logics of the Anthropocene, and how might we begin to trouble this link? And finally, how might the study of Southeast Asian contexts not only build upon but also contribute to discussions in the wider field by offering new ways of thinking about connection, responsibility, and care in a more-than-human world? 


Urgency of Topic

While critical heritage studies have made significant strides in reimagining heritage beyond the nature–culture divide and the confines of the Anthropocene (Harrison and Sterling 2020; Bangstad and Pétursdóttir 2021), such dialogues have yet to fully take root in Southeast Asia. This roundtable calls for scholars to collectively address this lacuna, a call that is especially urgent as more-than-human dimensions of heritage are very central to many Southeast Asian lifeways. Bringing together empirical studies from Thailand, Cambodia, the Malay Peninsula, and the Indonesian archipelago, this roundtable seeks to propose pathways for exploring “heritage” beyond the Anthropocene—beyond human-centered, monument-focused frameworks – to foreground how animals, plants, spirits, and elemental forces act not merely as settings for heritage but as vital participants in heritage-making processes. 
As roundtable participants explore how more-than-human-centred heritage in Southeast Asia unsettle universalist and anthropocentric frameworks in global heritage discourse, they localized practices threatened by rapid environmental and cultural change. Positioned within a moment of planetary precarity, as the accelerating impacts of climate change, extractive development, and ecological degradation are transforming both landscapes and lifeways across Southeast Asia, rethinking heritage has become an urgent task. Heritage practices and discourses do not only determine what kind of pasts are remembered; they also open up possible futures in and beyond the region. Compelled by the crises of the present, we approach heritage as a site reconsider the boundaries between the human and the non-human by inviting participants to ask whose heritage is sustained in the name of the Anthropocene, and how re-thinking Southeast Asian heritage might offer pathways toward more decolonial and more-than-human futures. 
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