1. Title: Advertising Health, Medicine and Politics: Propaganda and public health in colonial and post-colonial Southeast Asia
2. Convenor:  William Bradley HORTON, Akita University (Japan), dbroto@gmail.com
3. Brief description and explanation of the format:
Standard panel of 3-4 paper presenters, a discussant and a chair. Following the presentations, the discussant will provide brief comments, followed by general discussion, questions and comments. The panel will close with succinct comments from the chair.
4. Brief description of the panel:
Blossoming in the modern capitalist era, public health as a corollary of the modern practice of medicine was built around public education and non-medical activities. Naturally, the establishment of colonial health services like the Netherlands East Indies B.G.D./D.V.G. between 1911-1920 or the explicitly preventative institutions like British Malaria Advisory Board in 1911 were critical developments in Southeast Asian public health. In seeking the intertwined improvement of individuals’ health and that of the broader public, strategies other than medical treatment of ailments were central, although it was often an integral part of these efforts. External agents, such as the Rockefeller Foundation played critical roles in shaping new public health efforts aimed at increasing public awareness and involvement. However, businesses were also related to public health activities, beyond the well-known concerns of plantations for a somewhat-healthy, reliable workforce; American insurance companies were interested in Rockefeller Foundation public health activities, while the Bandung Quinine Factory in Indonesia engaged in advertising that went beyond mere selling of their flagship product. 
Taking advertising and propaganda as key sites, this panel explores the nexus between public health, education, advertising, and propaganda, as well as between corporate and public interests in Southeast Asia from the early 20th century through the cold war. How did corporate interests feed into the development of public health programs, and how did they benefit? What public health related advertising strategies were adopted by pharmaceutical companies? How did colonial, national or regional public health efforts support development of pharmaceutical businesses? At times, public health efforts extended into the political realm, as might be seen in changes with independence and the advent of the cold war. What were the contours of propaganda and advertising activities for different problems such as venereal diseases, malaria, and nutrition, what were the possible solutions, the cultural proclivities, and international politics surrounding these efforts? In addressing these questions this panel will seek to expand explorations of public health propaganda during these early decades.
This panel seeks a broad geographical and topical representation, as far as possible in a single panel, and hopes to foster new discussions about public health and propaganda in the first 7 decades of the 20th century.
5. Single Session
6. Discussant: yes
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