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EuroSEAS 2026 – Madrid Universidad Complutense, Faculty of Political Science and Sociology, September 1 – September 3, 2026
Panel Proposal

1) Title: Adaptation, Power, and Cross-Cultural Negotiation between Indigenous and Iberian Actors in Southeast Asia

2)  Convener: Claire Thi Liên TRAN, Université Paris Cité – CESSMA, thi-lien.tran@u-paris.fr
Claire Thi Lien Tran is Associate Professor of History (Université Paris Cité) and a researcher at CESSMA. She specializes in the history of Catholicism in Vietnam, and her last research focuses on the region evangelized by the Spanish Dominicans since the late 17th century.
3) Description: 
This panel gathers 4 presenters, including the convener:  

Daniel Nunes Amaral holds a Master’s degree in History (Université Paris Cité) focused on the revitalization of a “national” consciousness among Macanese mixed-race elites and local clergy (1880s–1930). He is currently preparing a PhD project on Macanese diasporas across Asia.  nunes.damaral@gmail.com

Suppya Hélène Nut is a Cambodian-French scholar specialised in Cambodian language and history of Southeast Asia. Her research focuses on the transmission, reinvention, and cultural politics of Cambodian performance at the royal court and the social history of Phnom Penh with particular attention to Khmer and non-Khmer elites. suppya.nut@orange.fr

Nhung Tuyet Tran is Associate Professor of History at the University of Toronto, where she specializes in early-modern Southeast Asia. Her research explores the intersections of gender, law, and religion in Vietnam, with a focus on vernacular writings and Catholic identity. nhungtuyet.tran@utoronto.ca

4) Brief description of panel
Abstract: This panel explores how individuals and their communities in what is now Cambodia, Macao, and Vietnam articulated and negotiated their political and religious identities with local authorities, their non-believing counterparts, and the Iberian travelers who came to their communities. 
While much scholarship has focused on the maritime networks, the missionary enterprises of the Iberian empires, and the agentic work of the European missionaries, this panel focuses instead on the individuals who made up the majority of these communities: Indigenous believers, mestizos, criollos, and Eurasians negotiated their identities between their local political structures, a Roman church which claimed universal authority, and competing European imperial powers. Each paper addresses a different site of encounter, highlighting the dynamics of local experience in the context of a shifting global order from the seventeenth to the nineteenth centuries.


Presenters: 
Suppya Hélène Nut (Inalco Paris): The Forgotten Lusitanian Thread: Rediscovering the Monteiro Family in Cambodia
Nhung Tuyet Tran (University of Toronto): Unsilencing Vietnamese Catholic Experiences in the Early Modern Era
Claire Thi Lien Tran (Université Paris Cité): Vietnamese Catholics in the East Tonkin Vicariate under Spanish Dominican Authority:The Role of the Vietnamese Clergy and Laity in the Formation and Survival of Vietnamese Catholicism
Daniel Nunes Amaral (Université Paris Cité) Entre a pátria e a mátria. The Catholic Church and the ethnosocial mobility of the Macanese community in the 19th century

5) Single session (1 x 90 minutes with 4 presentations)

The Forgotten Lusitanian Thread: Rediscovering the Monteiro Family in Cambodia
Suppya Hélène Nut
This paper explores the little-known history of the Portuguese presence in Cambodia through the trajectory of the Monteiro family, one of the few Eurasian lineages to have maintained a visible social and cultural role from the colonial period to the present. Beginning with the arrival of Portuguese traders and missionaries in the sixteenth century, the study situates the Monteiros within the broader context of Iberian expansion and early modern cross-cultural exchanges in mainland Southeast Asia. Drawing on archival sources, oral histories, and family records, the paper examines how successive generations of the Monteiro family negotiated their identity between European, Catholic, and Khmer worlds.
Their story reveals how small Portuguese communities adapted to Cambodian society through intermarriage, diplomacy, and religious networks, while preserving distinctive linguistic and ritual traces. The case of the Monteiro family thus illuminates the entangled histories of empire, conversion, and hybridity in Southeast Asia. By focusing on this enduring Eurasian lineage, the paper invites reflection on the long-term legacies of Iberian encounters and the subtle ways in which “minor” colonial presences shaped Cambodia’s multicultural past.

Unsilencing Vietnamese Catholic Experiences in the Early Modern Era
Nhung Tuyet Tran
In this presentation, I seek to do two things: to trace how silencing of local Catholic voices in the histories of Vietnamese Catholicism reveals the enduring coloniality of power in Global North narratives of the Global South, and to argue that local believers built and sustained the Vietnamese Catholic Church in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, unsettling implicit narratives of European exceptionalism and agency.  To do so, I examine the writings and testimonies of believers preserved in European archives (particularly those of the Portuguese Jesuits) and long ignored by historians of Vietnamese Christianity to argue that believers articulated a Catholic identity which provided intergenerational care for the living and the dead around them.  
From these letters, books, inscriptions, and oral testimonies transcribed in the local languages, we see how local believers recast the tales of the saints, the teachings of Christianity, and European narratives of a universal church to build one of the largest "communities of believers" outside of a colonial context. From the seventeenth to nineteenth centuries, they sustained this community despite the interference of the European missionaries who have long dominated discourses on Vietnamese Christianity, not because of them.

Vietnamese Catholics in the East Tonkin Vicariate under Spanish Dominican Authority: The Role of the Vietnamese Clergy and Laity in the Formation and Survival of Vietnamese Catholicism
Claire Thi Lien Tran
This paper explores the role of Vietnamese Catholics—both clergy and laypeople—in the Vicariate Apostolic of Eastern Tonkin, one of the historical centers of Christianity in Vietnam, evangelized by Spanish Dominicans (Province of the Philippines) since the late seventeenth century. It argues that the vitality and resilience of Vietnamese Catholicism were largely shaped by local agency and adaptation as much as by Dominican missionaries.
First, the pioneering role of the Vietnamese clergy in community leadership is illustrated through the case of Vinh Sơn Liêm (1732–1773), sent with four companions to study at the University of Santo Tomás (Manila). Entered into the Dominican Order in 1753, he died as a martyr. Second, the contribution of lay members of the Third Order will be examined, emphasizing their crucial part in ensuring the community’s survival during periods of persecution by Vietnamese authorities, whose hostility was exacerbated by European imperial expansion in Asia. Finally, the paper explores the ways in which Vietnamese Catholics contributed to the cultural hybridization of Spanish and Vietnamese traditions in religious architecture, art, and devotional practices. Through these dynamics, it seeks to highlight the processes through which Vietnamese Catholicism became authentically local.

Entre a pátria e a mátria. The Catholic Church and the ethnosocial mobility of the Macanese community in the 19th century
Daniel Nunes Amaral
From the end of the 18th century, the historical duality between the cidade cristã and the basar chinês tended to fade with the dismantling of the wall that separated the two societies—Chinese and Luso-Asian—on the peninsula, contributing to growing cultural interpenetration between them. In this initially “negotiated” separation, religion played a predominant role, contributing greatly to the construction of the Macanese community's identity, alongside other attributes that constituted its “capital of Portugueseness.” 
This paper examines the role of Catholicism as a factor in ethnosocial mobility, contributing to the blurring but also to the permanence of boundaries of separation. Considering the “Catholic nebula” of the colony, and specifically the Macanese, i.e., the “traditional families” claiming Portuguese ancestry through the male line or the descendants of integrated Christianized Chinese who have facilitated the connection with Chinese Catholics established in the S. Lazarus district, the processes of integration and exclusion, communion and identity “reconstruction” will be developed. What emerges is a certain “plasticity” of the Macanese collective identity and a relatively stratified community that managed to maintain its own identity, succeeding in integrating new members through the Catholic Church or at least in creating relationships in the context of religious life.

6) Discussant: 
Vicente L. Rafael is a Professor of Southeast Asian History at the University of Washington. A leading scholar of the Philippines, his work examines the intersections of language, colonialism, and religion. He explores themes of translation, power, and memory in colonial and postcolonial contexts.
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