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Description of chosen format.
The proposed panel is a single panel format composed of three papers with a discussant known for his fight for freedom of expression and censorship and expertise on subject matters, including academic freedom in the region for decades. The panel is based on our on-going research project on Academic Freedom in ASEAN/Southeast Asia which covers three thematic studies and 11 country papers. This panel focuses on the three thematic areas which have been often overlooked by scholars who work on issues relating to academic freedom. The panel proposes to allocate 60 minutes for the panel presentations to be followed by 30 minutes for questions and discussion.  
Description of the panel.
Academic freedom across Southeast Asia is increasingly under threat. Such threats come in various forms ranging from censorship and surveillance to physical violence due to shrinking political space at the national and higher education institutional levels. Universities’ scholars and students are facing unprecedented challenges with free expression and academic inquiry. Not only is exercise of academic freedom curtailed but the human rights situation in the region is dire. Democratic backsliding is the trend, and the rise of autocracies appears to be the order of the day in the region.
Such a situation instigates us to inquire whether the different types of autocracies/democracies in Southeast Asia coincide with the level of academic freedom and institutional autonomy. This study also assesses whether university world rankings contribute to academic freedom. The paper reveals that despite varying shades of autocracy and the ranking that universities are holding at the global level, academics and students in Southeast Asia face similar challenges, regardless. The researchers further explore the relationship between research culture and academic freedom in Southeast Asia, drawing on a definition that sees research culture as the values, behaviors, and norms within research communities. A healthy research culture supports critical thinking, ethical standards, innovation, and societal development. The study shows that in Southeast Asia, diverse political, social, and institutional factors, particularly growing autocratization, pose challenges to academic freedom and innovation.  In addition, another thematic study assesses the extent of institutional autonomy of Higher Education Institutions (HEI) with a particular focus on public universities. It argues that institutional autonomy is promoted for formality and economic rationale as part of a global neoliberal trend, but not to the extent that it would translate into academic freedom and excellence. Despite progress in institutional autonomization, HEIs in the countries chosen for the study remain largely constrained in practice to flourish as academic institutions.
All studies are drawn from literature reviews, interviews, focus group discussions and country case studies. Whilst the first paper focuses on impacts of autocracies on academic freedom in 4 countries namely Indonesia, Malaysia, Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam, the second thematic paper on academic freedom and research culture uses the case of Indonesia and Thailand. The third studies institutional autonomy of HEIs in Thailand, Malaysia, and Indonesia. 
Panelists
Dr. Sriprapha Petcharamesree (the faculty of law, Chulalongkorn University): Autocratization and academic freedom in SEA:  An Assessment. 
Dr. Mark P. Capaldi (the Institute of Human Rights and Peace Studies, Mahidol University) and Assoc. Prof. Dr. Khoo Ying Hooi (Dept. of International and Strategic Studies, Universiti Malaya): The Relationship between Research Culture and Academic Freedom in Southeast Asia.
Dr. Fuadi Pitsuwan, (the Faculty of Political Science, Thammasat University): Higher Education’s Institutional Autonomy in Southeast Asia: Designed to Function, Not to Flourish.
Discussant: Prof. Dr. Cherian George, Professor of Media Studies at Hong Kong Baptist University, China. He is originally from Singapore, a co-founding member of AcademiaSG, a collective of Singaporean academics that promotes public-facing scholarship and academic freedom.
Moderator:  Assoc. Prof. Dr. Khoo Ying Hooi (Dept. of International and Strategic Studies, Universiti Malaya)
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