Panel title: Sport, politics and identity in twentieth-century Southeast Asia

Co-Convenors: 
Dr Simon Creak (Nanyang Technological University, Singapore, simon.creak@nie.edu.sg)
Dr Friederike Trotier (University of Passau, Germany, friederike.trotier@uni-passau.de)

Panel Format:

The preferred format is an on-site double session panel (though we can adapt to a single session if the double is not possible). In this panel we plan to present and discuss a variety of topics related to sport, politics and identity in twentieth-century Southeast Asia, as elaborated in the panel outline. By including 6-8 case studies covering different Southeast Asian countries as well as the region, we aim to investigate the panel theme with sufficient breadth and depth to build towards a significant collaborative publication (journal special issue or edited volume). We seek to have a panel with diverse participation with regard to nationality, academic institution and rank, disciplinary approach and gender. In addition, we will ensure participation of panelists from Southeast Asia. The aims of the panel are to bring scholars on sport in Southeast Asia into conversation, to present and develop new ways of combining and conceptualizing sports studies and Southeast Asian studies and to discuss possibilities of further cooperation, including joint publication of the papers.

Description of Panel:

Several decades of research have demonstrated the social, cultural and political significance of sport in modern societies across the globe. Although Southeast Asia has come late to this field, a growing number of studies over the past decade have belatedly demonstrated that this region is no exception to this global trend. These have shown how, from the late nineteenth century, Western competitive sport helped to reinforce the ideological projects of colonizing Euro-American powers and modernizing elites. Likewise, following the Second World War and during the era of independence, national leaders and elites embraced and adapted sports practices and ideologies to promote their visions of postcolonial nation-building and development. While these figures came from across the political spectrum—left, right and neutralist, military and civilian—they shared a common concern with promoting sport domestically and hosting major regional events—such as the Asian Games, South East Asia Peninsular/Southeast Asian (SEAP/SEA) Games and the Games of the New Emerging Forces (GANEFO)—in order to develop modern nations and boost national prestige. These processes encountered many obstacles, experienced wildly differing levels of success and were profoundly shaped—and, indeed, helped to shape—class, gender, colonial and racial relations.

In taking stock of and building on these developments in the field, this panel seeks to enhance understanding of the social, cultural and political impact of sport in twentieth-century Southeast Asia. Historians, sociologists, anthropologists, political scientists and other scholars are invited to submit proposals related but not limited to the following subfields: sport and the state; sport and nationalism; sport, modernity and development; sport and colonial rule; sport and colonial/postcolonial identity; sport, architecture and urban transformation; the politics of regional sport mega-events (Asian Games, SEA Games, GANEFO, etc.) and sport diplomacy; and sport, gender and power. Authors are encouraged to engage paradigms in both sports studies and Southeast Asian studies, including the growing literature that seeks to combine these fields, as well as to conceptualize sport in the context of Southeast Asia and beyond.
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