Living and dying in Vietnamese migrant communities: Identities, relationship-building and demise across Vietnamese communities in Europe and Asia
Double session
Conveners: Dr. Julia Behrens (University of Bielefeld, julia.behrens@uni-bielefeld.de) and Dr. Seb Rumsby (University of Birmingham, s.rumsby@bham.ac.uk)
Abstract:
Vietnamese migration to Europe and other Asian countries is an on-going process with a by now decades-long history. The span of the migration history means that different generations and different phases of lives of Vietnamese migrants meet abroad: newly-arrived families need to re-negotiate their intimate relationships, young and single migrants re-form their identities and older members of diasporas face the final stage of their lives. Between all the life- and death experiences, old networks are newly structured with the expansion of the heterogenous migrant communities. The panel brings together varied contributions that discuss perspectives from different groups of the Vietnamese communities in Europe and Asia. In doing so, it does justice to the diversity of groups that are often perceived as homogenous by the public debate. In bringing different approaches together, it allows panelists to engage in a debate of connections and gaps, differences and similarities regarding temporality (generations of migrants) and spatiality (geographic location of migrants). The session is conceptualized as double session in order to structure the discussion on two scales. The contributions of the first panel center the micro level of relationships and explore intimacy between actors in the migrant communities. The second panel zooms out on macro relationships that are defined by economic interactions.
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Potential speakers and contributions panel 1:
Dr. Huy An Tran (University of Bielefeld): “Masculinity and Patterns of Mobility among Male Vietnamese Migrants in Japan”
Max Mueller (University of Halle): “Affects of death in the Vietnamese Diaspora in Germany”
Dr. Nga Mai (University of Zurich): “Intimate relationships in the process of realization and legalization of immigration of Vietnamese immigrants to Berlin”
Possible 4th contribution and discussant tbc

Potential speakers and contributions panel 2:
Dr. Seb Rumsby (University of Birmingham): "'The smell of acrylic is the smell of money': tracking the growth of the Vietnamese nail salon industry in the UK"
Dr. Tereza Freidingerova (Charles University) and Dr. Barbora Novakova (Charles University): “Formation of Vietnamese enclaves on the Czech-German and Czech-Austrian border”
Dr. Julia Behrens (University of Bielefeld) and Ass. Prof. Phi Hong Su (Williams College): “Vietnamese German entrepreneurship: Developments after the reunification”
Possible 4th contribution and discussant tbc

