[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Title: Islamic Reform, Salafism, and the Salafization of state and society in Southeast Asia

Convener: Zoltan Pall, Austrian Academy of Sciences, zoltan.pall@oeaw.ac.at

Format: double session – The prospective participants of the panel have had long engagement with researching the various forms of Islamic reform and Salafism in Southeast Asia. A panel format provides them a more adequate platform to present their new research than a round table. Because several colleagues with very interesting research topics have expressed their interest in participating, we would like to propose a double session to accommodate at least six people.

Panel desssscription: Movements of Islamic reform have played pivotal roles in reshaping society, culture and the state in Southeast Asia (as well as elsewhere). In the early twentieth century the dominant form of reform was Islamic modernism as exemplified by the various Kaum Muda movements of the Malay-speaking world and Muhammadiyah, Al-Irsyad and Persis in Indonesia. Modernists criticized what they considered as superstition and advocated the reconciliation of Islam with modern science and technology. They embraced rational debate and easily adopted the ideas of nationalism and democracy. 
From the 1980s onward, various forms of Salafism gained prominence, largely due to the proselytizing efforts of graduates from Islamic universities in the Arabian Gulf. Unlike earlier reformists, “purist” Salafis focused almost exclusively on the purification of religious beliefs and practices, stayed aloof from politics and rejected many aspects of modern culture. Muslim Brotherhood-influenced “political” Salafis shared the purifying spirit but embraced modern science and technology, organization, and active political involvement. Salafis have remained a minority among Muslims all over Southeast Asia but have had a considerable impact on the gradual “Salafization” of Islam, i.e. the increasing scripturalism, the disappearance of many traditional religious practices that were embedded in local culture, and the emulation of Arabized Muslim lifestyles.  
This panel will discuss the various modalities of the impact of Salafism on state and society in Southeast Asia’s Muslim-majority and Muslim-minority countries. This includes the impact of Salafi discourse on popular culture, such as the “hijabers” and “hijrah” movements, and engagement of Salafis with the state and the various ways in which the state has de facto supported the Salafization of society.

Prospective participants: Chris Chaplin (London School of Economics), Eva F. Nisa (Australian National University), Meng Hsun Chiang (Academia Sinica), Hafiz Salae (Prince of Songkhla University). The panel is open to at least two other participants. 

Discussant: Martin van Bruinessen (Utrecht University)
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