EuroSEAS2024 Panel Proposal

1. Title: Internationalist Southeast Asias: Coordinating Cross-Border Struggles amid Inter-Imperial Antagonisms

2. Conveners: Thiti Jamkajornkeiat (University of Victoria, Pacific and Asian Studies; tjamkajornkeiat@uvic.ca) and Geoffrey Rathgeb Aung (University of Vienna, Social and Cultural Anthropology, geoffrey.aung@univie.ac.at)

3. Preferred format: double session (6-8 presenters; 2 x 90 minutes)
We prefer a double session because we intend to build up a cohort of Southeast Asian internationalists that form a nucleus for our collaborative work in the future. We think that EuroSEAS is the best platform for this as it has a long reputation for fostering intellectual cooperation and collegiality. We particularly aim to cast the widest net to recruit scholars, activists, and organizers working at Southeast Asian and non-Western institutions to join our double panel. We already have two other presenters (listed below), both women and from institutions in Asia, signed up to join us, and we are looking forward to more exciting applications through the EuroSEAS in the future should our double panel be accepted. 

4. Panel Abstract: 
	Egyptian left internationalist Samir Amin long called for a “Fifth International” to provide an internationalist coordinating mechanism for organizing against capitalism and imperialism, racism and sexism, toward the collective welfare of the world’s peoples and the planet. This panel acts on Amin’s call by assembling scholars, activists, and organizers – many of whom practice more than one of these roles in tandem – to advance the possibility and actuality of internationalism in today’s global Southeast Asias. In the current conjuncture, we can see what Promise Li calls antagonistic cooperation between Biden’s America, Putin’s Russia, Xi’s China, the North Atlantic bloc, and other subimperial powers. Against this backdrop, Southeast Asia and its diasporas have become an active site of internationalist realignment. Prominent configurations include the Milk Tea Alliance, Migrante International, inter-Southeast Asian solidarity for platform workers, struggles against refugee deportations, and more generally, a reimagination of the Bandung spirit from below. These actually existing internationalist configurations, with political imaginaries that tend to be left-adjacent more than explicitly leftist, affirm the promise of combining uneven Southeast Asian leftist praxes across national borders - articulating struggles from industrial labor to agrarian dispossession, from gender oppression to environmental degradation. The historical and material legacy of the European metropole also beckons. The imperial metropole long nourished anti-imperial struggle among Southeast Asian exiles and dissidents, and today, trans-European networks of Southeast Asian exiles continue to strengthen ongoing struggles in Southeast Asia. Taking seriously Amin’s insistence on the need for a Fifth International, this panel aims not only to clarify, but also advance, the promise of internationalist Southeast Asias from historical and contemporary perspectives. 

	We are particularly interested in presentations that address:
· Actually existing internationalist praxis in global Southeast Asias 
· Suppressed or erased histories of left internationalism in bourgeois nationalist frames
· The co-constitution of class, race, gender, and ecology in internationalist praxis
· Third world, Tricontinental, or Long Sixties legacies
· Left internationalist critiques of Bandung’s statism and anticommunist liberalism

5. Presenters: 
- Fadiah Nadwa Fikri (Ph.D. Candidate, National University of Singapore, Southeast Asian Studies; fadiahnadwa9@gmail.com)
- Luka Lei Zhang (Postdoctoral Fellow, University of Macau, English; lukalei@um.edu.mo)
	
6. Discussant: Sandro Mezzadra (University of Bologna, Department of the Arts; sandrao.mezzadra@unibo.it)
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