New Terrains in Aceh’s History: Rereading Texts, Objects, and Practices

Conveners:
Jessica Rahardjo (Oxford) and Zacky Khairul Umam (SOAS, University of London)
jessica.rahardjo@wolfson.ox.ac.uk, letter@khumam.com

Panel format:

We propose a double panel consisting of six presenters. Both conveners will be
presentinga paper each. We currently have two presenters who intend to join the
panel: Annabel Gallop (British Library) and Peter Riddell (SOAS), and we will invite
presentations from colleaguesin otherinstitutions, especially those workingin Aceh.
We hopethatthis panel will be a longawaited opportunity forresearchersto get
together and discuss new and ongoingresearch amidst the global pandemic.

Panel description:

The years following the 2004 Indian Ocean tsunami have seen an upsurgein interest
in the Acehnese past. These recent studies of Aceh —in keeping with the trend
towards global history — have emphasised not only broader Islamicconnections, but
also European relations with the Acehnese sultanate especially before the 19th
century. New sources, such as recently digitised manuscripts and archaeological
surveys, have enabled us to look afresh at the history of the people, religion, and
culture of Aceh. New approaches, which include the study of Aceh through the lens
of gender, the study Islamichistory from a Southeast Asian perspective, and seeing
Aceh within a north Sumatran and Indian Ocean context, have also greatly enriched
our understanding of the region.

This panel aimsto bring together these new sources and approaches to the study of
Aceh in itsbroadest sense, from the inside and the outside, from the micro to the
macro. We invite presentationson new and understudied historical sources, as well
as new approaches—textual, material, anthropological etc. — on existing sources.
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